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Appendix 1: The Kindergarten
Observation Form

The following pages display the Kindergarten Observation Forms used in each readiness
assessment in 2001, 2002 and 2003.
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Kindergarten Observation Form

A Pilot Project of the Peninsula Partnership for Children, Youth and Families and the San Mateo County Children and Families First Commission © PENINSULA PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES
Instructions Child Demog raph IC Information please circle, check, or write in your responses.

This form is intended for you to observe the various

skills and attributes your students possess at 1. Teacher's Name:

entrance to your kindergarten class. This

information will be vital to curricular enhancements 2. School Name:

In schools as well as early learning programs. 3a. Child's Initials: 3b. Childs Sex:  Male Female
Absolutely no individual child’s information will be

released by the researchers. 3c. Child's District ID Number:

Complete one Observation Form per child during 4. Child’s Month, Day and Year of Birth;

the third week of classroom activities. This is to

ensure that the child has had a chance to adjust to 5. Today's Date: 5a. Start date of instruction:

the typical classroom structure and has had the

opportunity to demonstrate observable skills and 6. Has this child participated in any of the following educational programs:

behaviors.  Children should be observed in as - Aformal, curriculum-based preschool program? Yes No Info not avail.
natural a setting as possible within their daily .
activities; you do not need to create test situations - Head Start? Yes No Info not avail.
with individual children. - PretoThree? (Home visiting program for MediCal-eligible mothers and infants) Yes No Info not avail.
To complete the Observation Form, please follow - Raising a Reader? (‘Red Book Bag program”) Yes No Info not avalil,
these steps: - .
- SummerTransitional (“Pre-K”) Program? Yes No Info not avail.
1. _Please <_:omp|e_te the child’'s demographic - Other (specify):
information at right.
o ! 5 .
2. After completing the child's demographic 7a. Does this child generally come to school well-rested* Yes No Info not avail.
information, turn this page over and o .
complete the skill and attribute checklist. 7b. Does this child generally come to school well-fed? Yes No Info not avail.
3. After you have completed both sides of 7c. Does this child have any special needs or disabilities, as identified by
this form, please send all completed forms Special Needs Status or an |EP ? Yes No Info not avail.

together (envelope provided) for
processing to Applied Survey Research,
P.O. Box 1927, Watsonville, Ca., 95077.

- Ifyes, please specify:

7d. Is English this child’s primary lanquage? Yes No Info not avail.

If you have any questions about the observation . . -
process, please call Applied Survey Research at 8. Child's Primary Ethnicity:

831-728-1356. Q Latino O Caucasian (including Arabic / Middle Eastern)
Q Asian Q  Multi-ethnic - 5
Thank you for your participation! Q Native-American Q  Other (specify):
Q  Pacific Islander O Don'tknow Please Turn The Page
Q  African-American



Proficient:  Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior consistently and competently

- - In Progress: Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior occasionally and somewhat competently; has room for
iInaergarten servation Form mprovenen

Beginning:  Child is just beginning to demonstrate skill, knowledge, behavior

Not Yet: Child does not demonstrate skill, knowledge, or behavior
. . . . . . IN )
How would you rate this child’s skill, knowledge and behaviors in terms of the following: NOTYET ~ BEGINNING  PROGRESS ~ PROFICIENT N'Jo‘t’rt‘)g's‘gfv"é’d Comments
1 2 3 4

Use of small manipulatives such as crayons, paintbrush, buttons, zippers, etc.

Has general coordination on playground (e.g. kicking balls, running, climbing)

Performs basic self-help / self-care tasks (toileting, eating, washing hands)

Relates appropriately to adults other than parent / caregiver (converses with, seeks help from)
Appropriately expresses needs and wants verbally in primary language

Works and plays cooperatively with peers (takes turns and shares)

Controls impulses and self-regulates (is not disruptive of others or class)

Expresses curiosity and eagerness for learning (tries new activities, asks questions)

Stays focused / pays attention during activities

Follows one- to two-step directions

Participates successfully in circle time (listens, focuses, sits still, participates)

Has expressive abilities (e.qg. tells about a story or experience in response to a prompt)
Knows the letters of the alphabet

Writes own name

Engages with books (knows where a book starts, associates print with storyline, pretends to read)
Engages in symbolic / imaginative play with self or peers (e.g. plays house, fireman)
Understands that numbers represent quantity (“Please give Maria three crayons”)

Can count 10 objects correctly

Recognizes primary colors

Recognizes primary shapes (circle, triangle, square)



Kindergarten Observation Form 2002

A Project of the Peninsula Partnership for Children, Youth and Families, San Mateo County Office of Education, and San Mateo County Children and Families First Commission youth and families

An Initiative of Peninsula Community Foundation
and San Mateo County

Instructions Child Demographic Information

This form is intended for you to observe the various 1. Teacher's last name: 2. School name:

Zi:\lt“rz::ed tittyr;buurti;snﬁzl:;asrttuec:]e;t;sgf)?ri?s sal 3a. Child's initials: 3b. Child'sSex: Male Female
information will be vital to curricular enhancements
in schools as well as early learning programs.
Absolutely no individual child’s information will be 3d. Child’s District ID number:
released by the researchers.

3c. Child's mother’s first name:

4. Child’s date of birth:
Complete one Observation Form per child during
the third week of classroom activities. This is to 5. Today's date: 5a. Start date of instruction:
ensure that the child has had a chance to adjust to

the typical classroom structure and has had the 6. Has this child participated in any of the following educational programs:

opportunity to demonstrate observable skills and - Aformal, curriculum-based preschool program? Yes No Info not avail.
behaviors. Children should be observed in as .
natural a setting as possible within their daily - Head Start? Yes No Info not avail.
activities. - PretoThree? (Home visiting program for mothers and infants eligible for Medi-Cal) Yes No Info not avail.
To complete the Observation Form, please follow - Raising a Reader? (‘Red Book Bag program”) Yes No Info not avail.
these steps: . ;
- Summer Transitional Program? (“Pre-K program”) Yes No Info not avail.
1. Please complete the child’'s demographic
information at right. 7a. Does this child generally come to school well-rested? Yes No Info not avail.
2. After completing the child’s demographic 7b. Does this child generally come to school well-fed? Yes No Info not avail.
information, turn this page over and
complete the skill and attribute checklist. 7c. Does this child have any special needs, as identified by Special Needs Status or an IEP? Yes No Infonot avail.
3. After you have completed both sides of - Ifyes, please specify.
this form, please send all completed forms
together (stamped envelope provided) for 7d. Is this child an English Learner? Yes No Info not avail.
processing to Applied Survey Research,
P.O. Box 1927, Watsonville, CA., 95077. - Ifyes, are you able to communicate with the child enough to complete items #13, 18, 20, Yes No

21, 25, 26, and 27 of this observation form?
If you have any questions about the observation

process, please call Lisa or Meg at Applied Survey e Dy e
Research at 831-728-1356. 8. Child's Primary Ethnicity:

Q Latino Q Caucasian (including Arabic / Middle Eastern)
L Q Asian Q  Multi-ethnic — >
Thank you for your participation! .
Y youre P Q Native-American Q Other (specify):
Q  Pacific Islander 0 Don't know Please Turn The Page
Q  African-American
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Proficient: ~ Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior consistently and competently; performs independently

Kinde rga rten Observation Form 2002 e st e o sy o omets o es ot

Beginning:  Child is just beginning to demonstrate skill, knowledge, behavior; needs significant or frequent assistance
Not Yet: Child does not demonstrate skill, knowledge, or behavior yet; cannot perform without assistance

NOT YET BEGINNING IN PROFICIENT Don't know/

How would you rate this child’s skill, knowledge and behaviors in terms of the following: PROGRESS Not observed Comments / Notes
1 2 3 4

Use of small manipulatives such as crayons, paintbrush, buttons, zippers, etc.
Has general coordination on playground (kicking balls, running, climbing)
Performs basic self-help / self-care tasks (toileting, eating, washing hands)
Relates appropriately to adults other than parent / caregiver (converses with, seeks help from)
Appropriately expresses needs and wants verbally in primary language
Works and plays cooperatively with peers (takes turns and shares)
Controls impulses and self-regulates (is not disruptive of others or class)
Expresses curiosity and eagerness for learning (tries new activities, asks questions)
Stays focused / pays attention during activities
Follows one- to two-step directions
Participates successfully in circle time (listens, focuses, sits still, participates)
Has expressive abilities (tells about a story or experience in response to a prompt)
None 1-12 letters 13- 25 letters | Al 26 letters
Recognizes the letters of the alphabet (note: may be CAPs, lowercase or combination)
Writes own name (spelling and writing all letters correctly)
Engages with books (knows where a book starts, associates print with storyline, pretends to read)
Engages in symbolic / imaginative play with self or peers (plays house, fireman)

None 1-5 objects 6 -9 objects All 10 objects

Can count 10 objects correctly  (“Please give Maria five crayons, please hand Celia 10)
None 1-4colors 5-7 colors All 8 colors

Recognizes primary colors (Crayola basic 8)
None 1 shape 2 shapes All 3 shapes
Recognizes primary shapes (circle, triangle, square)



Kindergarten Observation Form 2003

A Project of the Peninsula Partnership for Children, Youth and Families, San Mateo County Office of Education, First 5 San Mateo County and Applied Survey Research

Instructions

This form is intended for you to observe the
various skills and attributes your students
possess at entrance to your kindergarten class.
This information will be vital to curricular
enhancements in schools as well as early
learning programs. Absolutely no individual
child’s information will be released by the
researchers.

Complete one Observation Form per child during
the third week of classroom activities. This is to
ensure that the child has had a chance to adjust
to the typical classroom structure and has had
the opportunity to demonstrate observable skills
and behaviors. Children should be observed in
as natural a setting as possible within their daily
activities.

To complete the Observation Form, please follow
these steps:

1. Please complete the child’s demographic
information at right.

2. After completing the child’s demographic
information, turn this page over and
complete the skill and attribute checklist.

3. Please send completed forms together
(stamped envelope provided) for processing
to Applied Survey Research, 2625 Zanker
Road, San Jose, Ca. 95134.

If you have any questions about the observation
process, please call Lisa Colvig-Amir, Applied

Survey Research at 408-944-0606.

Thank you for your participation!

© PENINSULA PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES

peninsula
)al’ for children,
youth and families
An Initiative of Peninsula Community Foundation

Child Demographic Information At a0 Matas oty

1. Teacher's last name:
3a. Child’s initials:

3c. Child’s date of birth:
4a. Child’s mother’s initials:

5a. Today's date:

2. School name:
3b. Child'sSex: Male Female

3d. Child’s District ID number:

4b. Mother's date of birth:

5b. Start date of instruction:

6. Has this child participated in any of the following educational programs:

a. A curriculum-based preschool program (part day enrichment or embedded in full day program) Yes No Info not avail.

b. Head Start?

Yes No Info not avail.

c. Raising a Reader? (“Red Book Bag program’) Yes No Info not avail.

d.  Kickoff to Kindergarten Program? (“Peninsula Partnership’s Summer Transitional program”) Yes No Info not avail.

7a. Does this child generally come to school well-rested? Yes No Info not avail.
7b. Does this child generally come to school well-fed? Yes No Info not avail.
7c. Does this child have any special needs, as identified by Special Needs Status or an IEP? Yes No Info not avail.

- Ifyes, please specify:

7d. Is this child an English Learner?

Yes No Info not avail.

7e. If yes, are you able to communicate with the child enough to complete items #13, 18, Yes No IF NO, PLEASE DO NOT ASSESS
20, 21, 23, 26, 27, and 28 of this observation form? CHILD ON THESE ITEMS

7f. If you are able to communicate with the child, will the child be assessed in his or her home language?  Yes No

7g. Ifyes, what language? Spanish  Other:

8. Child’s Primary Ethnicity:
Latino

Asian
Native-American
Pacific Islander
African-American

ocoo00o

O o0oo

Caucasian/White (including Arabic / Middle Eastern)

Multi-ethnic
Other: — >
Don't know Please Turn The Page



Proficient:

Kindergarten Observation Form 2003 "

Beginning:
Not Yet:

How would you rate this child’s competency in terms of the following skills, knowledge and behaviors:

Use of small manipulatives such as crayons, paintbrush, buttons, zippers, etc.

Has general coordination on playground (kicking balls, running, climbing)

Performs basic self-help / self-care tasks (toileting, eating, washing hands)

Relates appropriately to adults other than parent/primary caregiver (converses with, seeks help from)
Appropriately expresses needs and wants verbally in primary language

Works and plays cooperatively with peers (takes turns and shares, helps others)

Controls impulses and self-regulates (is not disruptive of others or class)

Expresses curiosity and eagerness for learning (tries new activities, asks questions)

Stays focused / pays attention during activities

Follows one- to two-step directions

Participates successfully in circle time (listens, focuses, sits still, engages)

Has expressive abilities (tells about a story or experience in response to a prompt)

Recognizes the letters of the alphabet (note: may be CAPs, lowercase or combination)

Writes own first name (spelling and writing all letters correctly)

Can recognize rhyming words (“ ‘Shoe’ rhymes with ‘Glue.” Does ‘Blue’? Does ‘Dog’?”)

Engages with books (knows where a book starts, associates print with storyline, pretends to read)
Engages in symbolic / imaginative play with self or peers (plays house, fire station)

Can count 10 objects correctly (“Please give Maria 5 crayons” or “Please put 10 blocks in the basket”)
Recognizes primary colors (Crayola basic 8: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, brown, and black)

Recognizes primary shapes (circle, triangle, square)

Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior consistently and competently; performs independently
Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior occasionally and somewhat competently; has room for improvement,
needs minor or occasional assistance

Child is just beginning to demonstrate skill, knowledge, behavior; needs significant or frequent assistance
Child does not demonstrate skill, knowledge, or behavior yet; cannot perform without assistance

IN
NOTYET  BEGINNING PROGRESS PROFICIENT  Dontknow/ — Comments/Notes
1 2 3 4 Not observed
None 1-12 letters 13 - 25 letters All 26 letters
None 1 -5 objects 6 — 9 objects All 10 objects
None 1-4 colors 5-17 colors Al 8 colors
None 1 shape 2 shapes All 3 shapes
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Appendix 2: A Description of ASR’s
More Recent Assessment
Methodology

Since 2003, ASR has fine-tuned and developed its readiness assessment methodology in
order to draw an even richer portrait of communities” and districts” school readiness.
Currently, ASR draws upon three sources of information to describe the readiness of
children entering kindergarten, and to explore the factors that support and hinder
children’s readiness for school.

* Teachers complete the Kindergarten Observation Form for every student in their class,
reporting whether each student is “not yet,” “just beginning,” “in progress,” or
“proficient” in 20 readiness skills. ASR seeks passive consent for the assessment, and
typically just 4-5% of parents opt their children out of the assessment. (A copy of the

KOF can be found in Appendix 1.)

= Teachers complete a Teacher Survey to communicate their views and priorities for
readiness, including how proficient children should be in each skill area to facilitate a
smooth transition into kindergarten.

= Finally, parents of children in sampled classrooms are asked to complete a fairly
lengthy Parent Information Form, providing information about their child’s early care
and education experiences, the family climate, their child’s response to conflict and
frustration, sources of social support in the home, and basic demographics, to name a
few dimensions.

Kindergarten
Observation
Form
(KOF)

Parent Teacher
Information

Form Survey

(PIF) (7s)

Assessment of

School
Readiness

More detail regarding this assessment methodology, as well as samples of the tools, can
be obtained by calling Applied Survey Research at 408.247.8319.
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