
COUNTY OF SAN MATE0 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AGENCY 

Subnuttal Date: March 14,200l 
Meeting Date: March 27, 2001 

Set Time: IO:00 a m. 

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Marcia Raines, Director of Environmental Services -cc(L 

SUBJECT: Executive Summary - Requests from Midcoast Community Council 
regarding (1) reporting of permit applications; (2) notification of changes in 
permit applications; (3) contractors blocking street access; (4) posting of 
construction noise limits and project notices; (5) winter well drilling, (6) 
joint review of well applications by Planning and Environmental Health 

RECOMMENDATION 

That your Board review the above requests and direct staff to: 

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Produce a monthly planmng permit status report for the MCC beginning in May. 
Inform the MCC Planning and Zoning Committee of revisions to plans or 
applications which either respond to a comment by the MCC or change the location, 
bulk or exterior design of a project, and provide three weeks for MCCC comment 
When issuing building permits, provide a written reminder to follow street parking 
and noise regulations. 
Monitor the effectiveness of the new well ordinance in regulating winter drilling and 
report to the Board by May 15,2002. 
Conduct joint Environmental Health/Planning inspections of proposed well sites in 
the Coastal Zone. 

BACKGROUND 

In November 2000, representatives of the Midcoast Community Council addressed your 
Board under oral communication to outline concerns about development in the Midcoast. 
Supervisor Gordon and I subsequently met with representatives of the Council to discuss 
their concerns. We agreed to report to the Board on possible actions to address those. 

SUMMARY 

We can produce a monthly permit status report beginning in May. We can also inform the 
MCCC of changes to plans and applications during the permit review process 



Builders could be admonished to follow parking laws, which are the same for them as for 
others Parking enforcement in unmcorporated San Mateo County 1s the responsibility of 
the CHP although the Sheriff does provrde informal assistance on the Coast 

The County does have noise regulations in place, but most construction noise is either 
exempt or falls within established limits Environmental Health enforces those 
regulations and does pursue complaints We do not recommend additional postmg of 
project notices. 

New well drilhng regulations recently took effect. They include wintertzation provisions 
and site restoration requirements. The County should track their effectiveness before 
amending them to prohibit winter drilling. It would be feasible for Planning and 
Environmental Health to make joint well inspections in the Coastal Zone. 
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COUNTY OF SAN MATE0 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AGENCY 

Submittal Date. March 14,200l 
Meeting Date: March 27, 2001 

Set Time: 1O:OO a.m. 

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Marcia Rames, Director of Environmental Services 

SUBJECT: Requests from Midcoast Community Council regarding (1) regular 
reporting and mapping of permit applications; (2) notification of changes in 
permit applications; (3) contractors blocking street access; (4) posting of 
signs in the Midcoast summarizing construction hours, noise limits and 
contact numbers for complaints and posting of on-site project notices; (5) 
prohibition on well drilling during the winter season; (6) joint review of 
well permit applications by Plannmg and Environmental Health 

RECOMMENDATION 

That your Board review the above requests of the Midcoast Community Council (MCCC) 
and direct staff to . 

1. Produce a montly planning permit status report for the MCC beginning in May. 
2. Inform the MCC Planning and Zoning Committee of revisions to plans or 

applications which respond to a comment by the MCC or change the location, bulk or 
exterior design of a project, and provide three weeks for MCCC comment 

3. When issuing building permits, provide a written reminder to follow street parking 
and noise regulations. 

4 Monitor the effectiveness of the new well ordinance in regulating winter drilling and 
report to the Board by May 15,2002 

5. Conduct joint Environmental Health/Plannmg inspections of proposed well sites in 
the Coastal Zone. 

BACKGROUND 

In November 2000, representatives of the Midcoast Community Council addressed your 
Board under oral communication to advise you that a letter to Supervisor Gordon would 
be forthcoming outlining several concerns about development activity in the Midcoast. 
Supervisor Gordon and I subsequently met with a Development Issues Subcommittee 
formed by the Council to discuss their concerns. The concerns that evolved at that 
meeting are listed above, under Subject We agreed to investigate those concerns and 
report to the Board on possible actions to address them. A draft of this report was 
provided to the Midcoast Council Planning and Zoning Committee on March 8 The 
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Committee’s response was received on March 12 and is attached The report has been 
modified slightly as a result of their comments, which are discussed further toward the 
end of this report 

DISCUSSION 

1. Regular reporting and mapping of planning permit applications. 

Request: The MCCC requests that the Plannmg and Building Division provide a 
regular report listing the status of planning permit applications on file. They would 
also like these applications mapped. The purpose is to fully inform the community of 
proposed development and facilitate the Council’s review of and input to those 
applications. 

Background: Currently, the MCCC Planning and Zoning Committee receives a 
formal referral of each planning permit application shortly after it is filed This is the 
same referral sent to other agencies involved m the permit review process. The 
requested report and map would be in addition to that and would constitute a regular 
summary of all planning permits currently in process in the Midcoast. We estimate 
that to be approximately 65 permits at any one time. 

Possible Action: If the Board so directs, we can generate a regular report from the 
permit system listing active planning permit cases in the Midcoast, annotate that to 
provide a summary of the current status of each case and have our graphics staff map 
those We estimate eight hours of staff time to prepare each report and map the data. 
This would come at the expense of other permit processing activity. We estimate that 
the initial report and map could be produced by May 15,200l and that it would be 
feasible to update this information monthly thereafter. The initial report would include 
applications not yet approved. The report will then evolve to track projects until 
construction is complete, at which point they would be dropped frorn the report. 

2. Notitication of chanercs to planninp: permit applications. 

Request: The MCCC has requested that they be notified and sent copies of significant 
changes to planning permit applications and be provided an opportunity to review and 
comment on those changes before the application proceeds to hearing or decision. 

Background: As noted above, the MCCC Planning and Zoning Committee currently 
receives a referral of each planning permit application shortly after it is filed. They 
then discuss those at a subsequent meeting and return comments to the project planner. 

Comments received from referring agencies during the referral process often result in 
changes to the project plans or application, to address concerns raised by cornmentors. 
Referring agencies, including the MCCC Planning and Zoning Committee, then 
receive notice of any scheduled hearing or decision and copies of the staff report or 
other documentation prepared for that. That information generally outlines any 
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changes to the project which have been made during the review process Referral 
agencies are free to participate in the hearing/decision process and also receive copies 
of the decision notice. 

Possible Action: If the Board so directs, we can refer revised plans and applications 
filed in response to comments received during the referral process to the MCCC 
Planning and Zoning Committee for further review and comment before the project 
proceeds to hearing or decision 

It would be helpful if the Board would provide guidance on the types of changes to be 
referred (suggestion: those which respond to an MCCC comment or which change the 
location, bulk or exterior design of a project) and the appropriate turnaround time for 
the MCCC review (suggestion by the MCCC Planning and Zoning Committee: three 
weeks). The impact of this change would be to delay processing of affected 
applications by that amount of time. Some projects could be subject to multiple rounds 
of revision, review and comment 

3. Contractors blocking street access. 

Request: That the County take appropriate steps to prevent contractors from blocking 
street access during construction projects. 

Background: Parking at construction sites is subject to the same regulations as other 
parking. On-site parking is generally not an issue, but street parking of construction 
vehicles can create problems for neighbors if not properly managed. The rules 
governing on-street parking are contained in Vehicle Code Sections 22500 et seq In 
unincorporated San Mateo County, those regulations are enforced by the Cahfomia 
Highway Patrol, with occasional assistance from the Sheriff 

Possible Action: If the Board so directs, we could distribute a notice with issued 
construction permits admonishing builders to follow parking regulations and that 
violations are subject to citation by the Highway Patrol. We do not believe it would be 
appropriate for building inspectors to enforce parking regulations, however. The Board 
could also request that the CHP and Sheriff increase monitoring and enforcement of 
parking violations by construction vehicles in the Midcoast. And, of course, the public 
may contact the CHP or Sheriff regarding parking violations. 

4. Posting of sipns in the Midcoast summarizing construction hours, noise limits and 
contact numbers for complaints and posting of application and permit 
information on-site throwhout the application and construction process. 

Request: That the County post signs at various points along the rights-of-way, 
presumably at entry points to the various Midcoast communities, noting construction 
hours, noise limits and a contact number for further information or complaints. The 
Council has also requested posting of project and permit information accessible to the 
public at construction sites from the time of application through completion of 
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construction. A sample sign and notice are attached to the MCC Planmng and Zoning 
Commrttee’s March 12 letter 

Background: A copy of the County Noise Control regulations 1s attached. That 
ordinance is enforced by the Environmental Health Division. 

The County does not limit construction hours or construction noise per se. Rather, 
there are general exterior and interior noise limits m the County noise ordinance, 
which apply to all noise sources and vary by time of day (see Sections 4.88.330 and 
4.88.340). There 1s an exemption from those limits for construction noise generated 
between 7:00 a m. and 6.00 pm weekdays and 9:00 a.m and 5:00 p.m. Saturdays (see 
Section 4.88.360.e). Construction noise outside those hours is not prohibited; it simply 
must meet the general noise limits. Experience responding to construction noise 
complaints shows that most fall within either the exemption period or the general noise 
limits and are therefore not violations. 

We believe it would be difficult to communicate these regulations in a meaningful way 
on a street sign. 

Regarding posting of project information on-site throughout the permit application and 
construction process, our experience with posting has been mixed. Posting a notice of 
application is currently required by the County design review and tree-cutting 
regulations and can help bring these projects to the attention of neighbors. But we 
often receive reports or complaints that the information either has not been posted, is 
hard to view or has disappeared. For that reason we have added mailed notification to 
the process for those applications. Most other significant construction in the Midcoast 
is subject to mailed notice as well. And, as noted above, all planning permit 
appltcations are sent to the MCC Planning and Zoning Committee early in the review 
process 

Persons who comment on a project or otherwise express an interest in continued 
information are added to the project notilication list and subsequently receive hearing 
or decision notices. We believe those who are interested have ample opportunity to 
become aware of what is proposed or being constructed in their neighborhood. In 
addition, we are concerned that a requirement to post a project notice from initial 
application through project construction, a period which can last from many months to 
several years, could become a point of contention in itself, leading to complaints that 
the notice is inaccurate, hard to view or has disappeared for whatever reason. 

Current regulations do require that a copy of the issued building permit inspection 
record be maintained on-site and available for use and review by building inspectors 

Possible Action: If the Board so directs, we can prepare a summary of noise limits 
and distribute it with issued construction permits. This could be consolidated with the 
parking admonishment discussed above. Complaints about construction noise should 
be directed to Environmental Health. 
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Posting an on-site project notice from application through construction would best be 
accomplished through amendment of the zoning, gradrng, tree-cutting and burlding 
regulations so as to be clear about what is required and the consequences of non- 
compliance. If the Board so directs, we can work with County Counsel to prepare 
those amendments, but we do not recommend them at this time. 

5. Prohibition on well drilling durinF the winter season. 

Request: That well drilling be prohibited during the rainy season, currently defined in 
the County grading ordinance as October 15 to April 15. 

Background: The revised County well regulattons have only recently taken effect 
They were developed in close collaboration with a variety of community 
representatives. They do not contain any limitation on the time of year during which a 
well may be drilled. Rather, they require permits from and supervision by the 
Environmental Health Division, including uinterization provisions and restoration of 
the site to its pre-existing condition following completron of the well. A copy of 
Section 4.68.050, the relevant Section of the revised regulatrons, is attached. 

Possible Action: We recommend that the Board monitor this issue thorough a full 
one-year period of drilling under the recently revised regulations, with a report from 
the Director of Environmental Health by May 15,2002 on the effectiveness of the new 
ordinance in controlling winter drilling. 

6. Joint review of coastal zone well permit applications bv Planning and 
Environmental Health. 

Request: That Planning and Environmental Health conduct joint inspections before 
issuance of any well permit in the Coastal Zone 

Background: Wells do constitute development as defined in the Coastal Act and our 
Local Coastal Program. As a result, proposed wells are subject to either a Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP) or a Coastal Development Permit Exemption (CDX). The 
Midcoast Council requests that neither of those be issued unless Planning and 
Environmental Health have made a joint inspection of the site and a joint review of the 
drilling plans and concluded that the proposed well and the plans for drilling it comply 
with both the County well regulations, administered by Environmental Health, and the 
Local Coastal Program, administered by the Planning and Building Division 

Possible Action: If the Board so wishes, direct that the Directors of Environmental 
Services and Environmental Health take steps to assure that their staffs have 
completed joint inspection and joint review of well permit applications in the Coastal 
Zone to assure compliance with both the well regulations and the LCP prior to 
issuance of well permits. 
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7. Comments from Midcoast Community Council Planning: and ZoninE Committee. 

A draft of this report was sent to the Planning and Zonmg Committee on March 8 
Their comments were received on March 12 and are attached The preceding portions 
of the report have been modified as a result to: (a) state that the report of planning 
permit applications will evolve to track projects through to the completion of 
construction; (b) recommend three rather than two weeks for review of project 
revisions by the MCC Planning and Zoning Committee; and, (c) address the issue of 
requiring an on-site project notice from application through construction. Other minor 
changes to the report were made as well. 

The Committee raised at least three other concerns. First, the identified issues came 
from a Development Issues Subcommittee established by the MCC The MCC 
expected to receive a report back from that group following meetings with County 
representatives. That has not occurred Second, because of that and other logistical 
issues, the MCC Planning and Zoning Committee has asked that this matter be 
deferred to April. Third, there should be more emphasis on the overall objective of the 
MCC in this matter, which is to address the cumulative impacts of accelerated 
residential development and improve communicatton, with the goal of reducing 
appeals. 

Staff would have no objection to deferrmg this to April or later to allow further review 
and discussion by the MCC and its committees, but feels that the issues above have 
been sufficiently developed for Board consideratton. Regarding the cumulative 
impacts of development, development has not accelerated in the recent past. It has 
remained steady at about 50-60 new residential units per year. The LCP update will 
address buildout levels and, most likely, rates of development and will focus on the 
issues of highest-priority m relation to that as identified by the commumty during the 
earlier scoping sessions for that project 

REVIEWING AGENCIES 

County Counsel 
Environmental Health 
Midcoast Council Planning and Zoning Committee 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. March 12,200 1 letter from Chuck Kozak, Chair, MCC Planning and Zoning 
Committee. 

2. County Noise Control Regulatrons. 
3. Well Regulations Section 4.68.050, Mitigation of disturbance at well site. 

COPIES 

Chuck Kozak, Chair, MCC Planning and Zoning Committee 
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Selected Midcoast contractors and well drillers 
County Counsel 
Environmental Health 
Public Works 
Sheriff 

MR:kdr - Tlbl0341-wkru.doc 
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Attachment: 1 

Match 12, 2001 FAX 5 pages 

TO Marcia Rames 
Envtronmental Services Agency Director 
455 County Center, 4th Floor 
Redwood City CA 94063 
650 599 1388 -FAX 650 599 1721 

Terry Burnes 
Planning Admunstrator, SMCo Plannmg & Bulldmg 
455 County Center PLN 122 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
650 363 1861 -FAX 650 363 4849 

re Staff Report on MCC Development Issues 

Dear Marcra & Terry 

These are our collectrve thoughts on the staff report you sent over last week I thought 
we d have at least one more meeting with Rtch & Marcia and a little more notice and time 
before anything went before the Board because there are still some rssues to be 
addressed within thus mrtlal context 

The report should clarify in terms of the MtdCoast Counctl where requests and ideas 
had come from The Councrl did orrgmally request that these and other issues arising 
from current residential development be looked into and formed a Development Issues 
Subcommtttee to work with the County and look into possible solutions It was this 
subcommrttee that had met with Rich & Marcra and at this time the required report back 
to the full Counctl has not occurred To be most effecttve in OUI representation before the 
Board we believe that this proposal and any further input we give should be reviewed by 
the full MCC first, to provrde the opportunity for an update and background report and 
solrcit input from Councrlmembers and the communtty To move this along we ve 
scheduled a report and review of this process for our next MCC meeting on 3114101, and 
would like to have the Council review any further changes to the proposal before the 
Board hearing 

Thus 1s a very good report We especially support the mappmg report and the re-review, 
although we have some ideas for refinement which are detailed below. There are issues 
on the table beyond the immediate subjects included m this report, but this 1s a good 
startmg pomt 

Although they are within the context of the proposed report, some of the items discussed 
below may be beyond the scope of Immediate rmplementatron and may be best presented 
111 a more informational manner which Includes an explanatton of the need for further 
study and a request that the Board direct such study 
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And as I noted m my earlier reply, Committee member Dennis Doherty would be out of- 
town at the scheduled hearmg date for an extensive trap to vrsrt relatives m Ireland which 
he 1s unable to reschedule 

Postponmg the hearing until April 10th or 17th would have the followmg benefits 

l It will allow time to address the extended issues below 
. It will allow all parties mvolved to be present 
9 It will give us the required time for a review by the Councrl 
l It will facrhtate a more comprehensrve presentation to the Board which more fully 

reflects the planning processes mvolved m Its development 

Our purpose m requesting thus process was to (a) nutrate ongoing study and consrderatron 
of the ‘cumulatrve impacts of accelerated residential development to existing 
mfrastructure community character quality-of-life, environmental resources etc. that 
were not foreseen in exrstmg regulations and gurdelmes and (b) provide a level of 
mformatron and communrcatron between the County and MidCoast communmes that we 
hope would help elrmmate un-necessary appeals and reduce the excessive demands on 
the time and energy of planning staff who are responsrble for fielding mqurrres on 
development actrvtttes We feel that these pomts should be the main focus of the 
drscussron and thus emphasis should be reflected rn the staff report The work currently 
proceedmg on the drainage issue IS an excellent example. 

We expect that work on some of the more extensive longer-term Issues that have been 
raised -- schedulmg project approvals based on cumulatrve nerghborhood Impacts, for 
example -- will grow from the use and review of these mrttal actions but rt 1s important 
to confirm that IS the attitude at work here Our specrfrc suggestrons are as follows 

1. Regular reDorting and rnawhw of planning Dermit awlications. 

This 1s a very good idea as outlmed, and we would like to note that this would not be 
useful for the MCC alone, but would be a good planning tool for pro-active analysis 
of potenttal impacts to the developing communttres countywtde Mapping gtves a 
quick and easy look at specrfrc areas where residential development might be 
mtensrfymg and locatrons where potential problems with traffic, drainage, and 
envrronmental Impacts might develop The extra time imtrally required to prepare 
these reports could easily be outweighed by the proactive benefits provided by the 
mformatron generated 

We had also drscussed at our meeting with Rrch & Marcia that this sort of analysts 
should include not only proJects m the apphcation stage but also those m the 
constructron stage and possibly projects recently completed as well e g the map I 
prepared of the Cedar Street Drainage took this approach 

. 
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2. Notification of changes to planniw Dermit arxdications. 

We would like to clanfy that when the MCC P&Z Committee reviews referrals the 
applicant IS always notified and involved m any meetmgs and on-site revrews. If the 
applicant or an appropriate representative of the project 1s not available we do not 
proceed with the review without then agreement 

One reason we request notrfrcatron of permit and appllcatron changes IS that the 
maJonty of the projects we review are subject to staff-level approval, and do not go to 
heanng At trmes, when the only notrfrcatron of substantial change to the project that 
we receive IS m the form of a decrsron letter which cannot be withdrawn, the only 
available avenue for further consrderatron IS the appeal process From my personal 
experience this tends to be a confrontatronal and defensive srtuatron, as staff 
develops arguments to defend the decrsron and appellants attempt to discredit those 
arguments and projects are subjected to substantial delay - a srtuatron we would hope 
to avoid with the opportunrty of a second revrew cycle 

The staff report also states that “Referral agencies . have the same rights of appeal 
as other members of the pubhc. “Our understanding under current mterpretatron, IS 
that the MCC does not have the right of appeal as we are a part of the County 
orgamzatron and the County would not be appealing its own decrsrons And again the 
purpose here IS to avoid appeals where possrble This should be noted m the report 

The suggested trme for turnaround on revised referrals of 2 weeks m many cases 
would be inadequate to place them on our agenda for a regular meeting A period of 
2-3 weeks IS preferable because this would accommodate our regular Planning and 
Zoning Committee meeting schedule of every 1st and 3rd Wednesday 

3. Qntractors blockinp street access. 

We were surprised to learn that the California Highway Patrol 1s responsrble for 
enforcmg parking regulations m the residential area of the MrdCoast This seems to 
be a difficult task considering the work load of dealing with Highways 1 and 92 We 
would appreciate confirmation that this IS, m fact the case 

A street full of construction vehicles and actrvltres that block the street trap residents 
m their driveways or result m property damage from maneuvenng equipment create 
part of the accumulatrve frustration we see expressed m our communmes concernmg 
constructron projects The Sheriff’s office has a workmg relatronshrp with County 
Code Enforcement and the Burldmg inspectors We are hopeful that an arrangement 
could be made among those agencies to deal with street access problems 

i2 
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4. Postinp of sipns in the Midcoast summarizinp construction hours, noise limits 
and contact numbers for comnlaints. 

The idea of expanded proJect site postmg listing extent of work permrts required 
hours of work etc had been discussed, and we had worked up some samples for 
presentation (included as an attachment ) These would be posted on site after 
applrcatron approval for nerghborhood notrfrcatron and mformatron, and would be as 
essential as the proposed nerghborhood posting We had also discussed having site 
postmg for the duration of the appbcatton process mstead of the current lo-day 
notice at the time of applrcatron frhng 

The report states that the County does not hmrt constructron actrvrtres or 
constructron noise per se Yet building permits come with very specific directions on 
when constructron actrvrtres are permitted The report should clarify this pomt. We 
had also asked for consrderation of further trme lrmrtatrons on heavy machinery 
operation and other high-volume or high-impact activities as have been currently 
Implemented m Atherton and m Ml11 Valley A number of local burlders now 
voluntanly limit heavy machmery operation to more restrrctrve hours (9 AM - 4 PM) 
and on weekdays only The Board could be asked to direct further immediate research 
on thus item should they find it appropriate 

5. Prohibition on well drilliw durinp the winter season 
6. Joint review of coastal zone well permit anplications bv Planninp and 

Environmental Health 

We agree with the reports suggestrons on these items, and would like to encourage 
that the report emphasize that this pohcy would result rn less inadvertent property 
and environmental damage from inadequate analysis of the impacts of well dnllmg 

Thank you for your continued efforts on these Issues We hope the above suggestrons can 
contribute posrttvely to a better workmg relatronshrp between the County and the 
MrdCoast Commumtres I can be reached at my cell phone number on Monday if you 
wish to dtscuss this further 

Respectfully for the MCC Development Issues Subcommrttee, 

aw 
Chuck Kozak MidCoast Community Councrl Vice-charr 
PO Box 370702 
Montara, CA 94037 
650 996 8998 (cell phone), 650 728 8239 (home) 
cgk@Montara corn 

cc MrdCoast Community Councrl 
Attachment Sample Sate Posting and Ml11 valley Constructron Notrce Sign 
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I CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION FOR: 

(123 MIDCOAST COURT 
PERMITTED CONSTRUCTION WORK* 

PLANNING, BUILDING, AND PUBLIC WORKS PERMITS: 
PLNZOO@OOOOO, BLD2000-0000 

REMOVE 6 TREES OVER 8” IN DIAMETER 
- EXCAVATE APPROXIMATLY 80 CU YDS 

FILL APPROXIMATLY 20 CU YDS 
- CONSTRUCT NEW HOME 

2649 SQ FT. INCLUDING 2 CAR ATTACHED GARAGE 
FIBER CEMENT LAP SIDING 
COMPOSITION SHINGLE ROOF 

INSTALL SEWER, WATER, AN0 POWER UTILITIES 
CONSTRUCT ASHPHALT DRIVEWAY APPROACH 

ATTENTION CONTRACTORS 
PERMITTED CONSTRUCTION HOURS- 
MON. - FRI. 7am-6pm, SAT 9am-5pm 

NO CONSTRUCTION SUNDAYS OR HOLIDAYS 
DO NOT BLOCK STREET OR LOCAL EMERGENCY 

ACCESS FOR EXTENDED PERIODS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL SAN MATE0 COUNTY PLANNING AND BUILDING 

(650)36%4161 
THIS SIGN IS REQUIRED TO BE POSTED FOR THE 

DURATION OF THE ABOVE PERMIT ACTIVITY 

THIS SIGN IS THE PROPEN OF SAN MATE0 COUNJ-Y 
UNAUThORIZEO REMOVAL, ALTERATION, OR DESTRUCTION IS A NISDONENAER AN0 IS 

PWINSHABLE BY A 51000 FINE &-mat coda IM 77 777) 

Construction sign 
in Mill Valley 



Attachment:2 

4.88.010 

sections: 

4.88.010 

488.020 

4.88.030 

4.88.040 
488.050 
4.88.060 
4.88.070 
4.88.080 
4.88.090 
4.88.100 
4.88.110 
4.88X20 
4.88.130 
4.88.140 
4.88.150 
4.88.160 
4.88.170 
488.180 
4&U!Jo 
4.88.200 

4.88.210 
_ 4J38zO 
4.88z30 
4J&240 
4Jj8zo 
4JHU60 
4&X270 
4.88280 

,4.8g-9!)0 
~4.88.300 
4.88310 
4.88320 
4.88.330 
4B3J40 
4.88350 

. 1 

Chapter 4.88 

NOISE CONTROL 

Findings-Declaration of 
policy. 
“ ‘A’ weighted sound level” 
defined. 
“Rackground noise level” 
defined. 
4‘Commercial facility” defined. 
4‘Construclion” defined. 
“Cumulative period” defined. 
Y&.ibel’9 defined. 
“Demolition” defined. 
“Dwelling unit” defined 
“Emergency work” defined. 
“Exterior noise” defined. 
%.xed noise source” defined. 
~CHealth officer” defined. 
“Hospital” defined. 
%npuLsive noise” defined. 
‘Interior noise” defined. 
Llntermittent noise” defined. 
%tdustriaf facility” defined. 
%drusive noise” defined. 
9ntrudiug noise level” 
defined. 
“Mobile noise source” defmed. 
Woke disturbance” defined. 
“Person” -defined. 
Troperty line” defined. 
‘Wyqent noise”. -d&med. 
%zsid+ial property” defined. 
%c.hoor’ defined. 
,‘8imple -tone. noise” defined. I 
~“Sound level meter” defined. 
Leadofficial. - 
Power. - 
Procedures. 

,,Exterior noise standards. 
Interior noise standards. 
General noise regulation. 

4.88360 
4.88.370 

4.88380 
4.88.390 
4.88400 
4.88.410 
4.88.420 
4.88.430 

4.88440 
4.88.450 

4.88460 
4.88.470 

4.88.010 

Exemptions. 
Air conditioning and 
refrigeration. Transition 
period. 
Exemption. 
Noise board of review. 
Variances-Authorization. 
Variances-Procedure, 
Guidelines for variauce. 
Variances-Notification and 
E?Stl-iCtiOllS. 

-Time Iimit for vari&e. 
Appeal to board of 
supervisors. 
Misdemeanors. 
Responsibility. 

Findings-Declaration of policy. 
In order to control unnecessary, excessive and 

annoying noise in the County of San Mateo, it is 
hereby declared to be the policy of the County to 
prohibit such noise generated from or by all sources 
as specified in this chapter. It shall be the policy of 
the County to maintain quiet in those areas which 
exhibit low noise levels and to implement programs 
aimed at reducing noise in those areas within the 
County where noise levels ate above acceptable 
values. _ . I - 

It is hereby determined that certain noise levels 
are detrimental to the public health, welfare and 
safety, and are contrary to public interest. Therefore, 
the Board of Supervisors does ordain and+$are 
that cnxting, causing or maintainmg or alIo.tig to 
be created, caused or maintained, any noise in a 
manner prohibited by or not iq,conformity $th the i 
provisions of this chapter,- is,a pu!$ic&~&ance$nd 
shall be, punishable <as,.such. @rior,code/ &W20;:~ 
Od. 2803, 10/19/82) XL.> ‘PI .+a 3s$tLg-q mQ t$ih:q 

- (Q&Q I\& i 

4.88.020 “ ‘A’ weighted sound level” 
.,- defind:q,, z;.‘<!; C:P- ww 

\The sound level in-de@belsas measuted~with the 
sound level meter using ,c;A;’ weighted ne$vork$‘he. 
unit of measurement &referred to hereinas‘dB(A) J 
or dBA. (Prior code 5 4921; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 



4.88.030 

4.88.030 Background noise level” condominiums, and other drstinct residential units. 
defined. (Prior code 0 4928; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

The composite of noise from all sources, near an 
defined far, excluding the alleged offensive noise. 
In this context it represents the normal or existing 
level of environmental noise at a given location for 
a specified time of the day or night. (Prior code 0 
4922; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

. . 
4.88.040 Yhnmercial facility” defined. 

Any building, structure, premise or portion there- 
of used for wholesale or retail commercial purposes. 
(Prior code 0 4923; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.100 Tmergency work” defined. 
Any work performed tc protect, maintain, or 

restore safe and/or healthy conditions in the commu- 
nity, along with work performed by private or pub- 
lic utilities when restoring utrlity service. (Prior code 
0 4929; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

L _ 
4.88.110 %xterior noise” defmed. 

Noise which impacts the area outside the outer- 
most walls of any dwelling unit. (Prior code 0 4930; 
Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.050 Thstruction” defined. 
Any site preparation, assembly, erection, substan- 

tial repair, or alteration of any building, structures, 
or land, public or private, together with any associ- 
ated scientific or engineering surveys. (Prior code 
6 4924; Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4.88.060 ‘<cumulative period” defined. 
An additive period of time composed of individu- 

al time segments which may be continuous or inter- 
rupted. (Prior code 0 4925; Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4.88.120 “Fixed noise source” defined. 
A device or machine which creates sounds while 

fixed or stationary, including, but not limited to, 
residential, agricultural, industrial and commercial 
machinery and equipment, pumps, fans, compres- 
sors, air conditioners, refrigeration equipment, and 
construction equipment moving within the fixed 
boundaries of a construction site. (Prior code $ 
4931; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.070 ‘l)ecibel” defmed. 
A unit for measuring the amplitude of a sound, 

equal to twenty times the logarithm to the base ten 
of the ratio of the pressure of the sound measured 
to the reference pressure, which is twenty 
micropascals. (Prior code 6 4926; Ord. 2803, 
10/19/82) . A. - 

4.88.130 “Health officer” defined. 
The Health Officer of the County or his duly 

authorized deputy. (Prior code*8 4932; Ord. 2803, 
10119182) 

+ -< f 1 
4S8.080 qt - “Demolition” defined. - . 

:Any dismading, intentional de&u&ion, or re- 
m&al of structures,~ surfaces, or similar property, 
public or private. (Prior code 0 4927; Ord. 2803, 
10/19/82) 

c-1 ip e ‘;! tr,v&? L s a.!::*. 5- * _ . 
4.88.090 6?)welling unit” defined. 

“Any buildmg or separate portion therebf used for 
residential purpose&~The‘term shall include, but not 
be Siited to, single family dwellings, apartments, 

-‘?.<Yi\>‘; ‘f’_,TC - -c I ‘T. L < -:,> c 

(4.88) 2 

i6 
_ I 

.- _ _ _ ,‘-. .I * -- 
” .- - ‘i I , . ’ , 



most walls of any dwelling unit. (Prior code $4935; 
Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.170 “Intermittent noise” defined. 
A noise that is repeated at non-uniform time 

intervals. (Prior code 4 4936; Ord. 2803. 10/19/82) 

4.88.180 “Industrial facility” defined. 
Any building, structure, factory, plant, premise or 

portion thereof used for manufacturing or industrial 
purposes. (Prior code 8 4937; Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4J38.190 %trusive noise” defined. 
That noise which intrudes over and above the 

existing background noise at a given location. The 
relative intrusiveness of a sound depends upon its 
level, duration, frequency, time of occurrence, and 
tonal or informational content as well as the prevail- 
ing background noise level. (Prior code 0 4938; 
Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4.88Bo %druding noise lever’ defmed. 
The sound level created, caused, maintained, or 

originating from an alleged offensive intrusive noise 
source, measured in decibels, at a specified location 
while the alleged offensive intrusive noise source is 
in operation. (Prior code 0 4939; Ord. 2803, 
10/19/82) 

4.88210 %Iobile noise source” defined. 
Any noise source other than a fixed noise source. 

(Prior code 6 4940, Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 
r -0. 

4szO “Noise disturkce” de&i 
Any SOLI@ which (1) endangers or injures the 

safety or health of human beings or (2) annoys or 
disturbs prsons of-normal sensitivities, or (3) en- 
dangers or injures personal or ti* property, or (4) 
vioIates the factors set forth in section 4.88.380 of 
this chapter, or (5) violates the quantitative stan- 
dards set forth in section 4.88.360 and section 
4.88.370. (Prior code 0 4941; Or-d. 2803,10/19/82) 

4.W230 LTerson’7 defined. 
Any individual, association, partnership, or corpo- 

4.88.160 

ration, and includes any officer, employee, depart- 
ment, agency or instrumentality of a State or any 
political subdivision of a State, or any other entity, 
public or private in nature. (Prior code $4942; Ord. 
2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.240 ‘Property line” defined. 
The imaginary lines along the ground surface, 

and their vertical extension, which separate the real 
property owned by one person from that owned by 
another person, but not including in&a-building real 
property divisions. (Prior code Q 4943; Ord. 2803, 
10/19/82) 

4.88.250 ‘Swrrent noise” defined. 
A noise that is repeated at relatively uniform time 

intervals. (Prior code 6 4944; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.260 “Residential property” defined. 
A parcel of real property which is developed and 

used either in whole or in part for residential pur- 
poses, other than transient use such as hotels or 
motels. (Prior code 3 4945; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.270 “School” defined. 
Any public or private institution conducting regu- 

lar academic instruction or planned activity at the 
preschool, elementary, secondary or collegiate lev- 
els, or which provides adult or continuing education. 
(Prior code $4946; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.2M %imple tone noise” defined. 
- Any noise which is distinctly. audible as a single 

pitch (frequency) or set of pitches as determined by 
the Health Officer. (Prior code 0 4947; .Ord.,r?803,: 
lW19/82) “: 1 !3h’cr ~~.x=wx~~t cwc c Y&i-i < = 

.% A, , .I‘ .I .:‘.c 2:. ~hxi.Jx) ai;8 h $sFciQh.lq 
4.&i& ,I.- CSouud level-meter?3defined.hPw 

An instmment, including a microphone; &i%mplir 
fier, an output meter, and fiequencytieighting~et~ 
works, for the measurement of sound ievtYs*hieh~ 
meets the American National, StandGrdsdnstitute’s~ 
Standard SM.-1971.. for .Qpe 1 or +QpZ2:~oirnd 
level meters or ti instrument and the associated: 
recording and analyzing equipment which will pro-; 

(4.g8) 3 (!haMatedo-Qn) ’ 



4.88.290 

vide equivalent data. (Prior code 0 4948; Ord. 2803, 
10/19/82) 

4.88.300 Lead official. 
The noise control program established by this 

ordinance shall be administered by the Health Offi- 
cer. (Prior code $ 4950; Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4.88310 Power. 
In order to implement and enforce thii ordinance 

the Health Officer shall have the power to: 
a) Coordinate the noise control program estab- 

lished by thii ordinance with all other governmental 
agencies. 

b) Conduct public education in all aspects of 
noise control. 

c) Conduct all necessary inspections, monitor- 
ing, and surveys necessary for the enforcement of 
this ordinance. 

d) Establish an interdepartmental noise enforce- 
ment responsibiity and procedures document rela- 
tive to the investigation of noise complaints. This 
procedure shall define jurisdictional responsibilities 
of the Environmental Health section, Sheriffs De- 
partment, Planning Department and Department of 
Animal Control. 

e) Enter into contracts, with the approval of the 
Board of Supervisors, for the provision of technical 
and enforcement services to the Cities of the Coun- 
ty. (Prior code 6 4951; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.320 -5 Procedures. 
All noise measurements taken for the enforcement 

of this chapter shall be in accordance with the fol- 
lo~g~~~-* . .J _ ,_ - -‘. ..- 

a) Any noise measurement made pursuant to the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be made with a 
sound Seveltieter~as-defined in section 4.88.290. 
The ~YA?r.weighted+network (scale) at “slow” re- 
sponsg da& be qsed ~tohneasure the sound level. 
The “fastki “%npulsive’%zsponse shall be-used to 
measmeimpulsive .jpe.sound levels; the response 
used sh&& stated.’ The time dukations for each of 
the sound levels,ocunring-shall& measured, to- 
gether with theeduration-pf the~measurementi. 3- - 

b) Calibration of the measurement equipment 
utilizing an acoustic calibraior shall be performed 
immediately prior to recording any noise data. 

c) A windscreen shall be used on the sound 
level meter for all sound measurements. No external 
measurements shall be made during precipitation, or 
if wind speed exceeds 12 miles per hour. 

d) Exterior noise levels shall be measured within 
50 feet of the affected residence, school, hospital, 
church, public library but in no case beyond the 
property line. Where practical, the microphone shall 
be positioned four to five feet above the ground and 
ten feet or more away from any reflective surface. 
The location of microphone and adjacent surfaces 
shall be described. The microphone orientation shall 
be as recommended by the sound meter manufactur- 
er. 

e) Interior noise levels shall be measured within 
the affected dwelling unit at a point at least four feet 
from the wall ceiling, or floor nearest the noise 
source, with windows in the normal seasonal config- 
uration. The microphone location and room configu- 
ration shall be described. (Prior code 0 4952; Ord. 
2803, 10119182) . 

4.88330 Exterior noise standards. 
It is unlawful for any person at any location 

within the unincorpomted axa of the County to 
create any noise, or to allow the creation of any 
noise on property owned, leased, occupied or other- 
wise controlled by such person which causes the 
exterior noise level when measured at any single or 
multiple family residence, school, hospital, church, 
public lib&y situated in either the incorpofi& b; 
uninmrporated atea to-excekd the noise le+el s&n- 
dads as set forth inTable I folkking: L) YJ t zJf;.~ 

TableI-‘ Receiving Land use: Single %r Multi- 
L‘ 4 ple PaGly Residen&>Sch6o& ‘Has- I 

pital, Chtih,‘- or Publikt- Library 
spl-ope~es.~ _ ̂ ’ . r, 7 ‘t r’- -% 

’ ,I<-. , , c . 
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NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS, dBA 

Cumulative 
Number of 
Minutes in Daytime Nighttime 

any one hour 7 A.M.- 10 P.M.- 
~em-Y time period 10 P.M. 7 A.M. 

1 30 55 50 
2 15 60 55 
3 5 65 60 
4 1 70 65 
5 0 75 70 

a) In the event the measured background noise 
level exceeds the applicable noise level standard in 
any category above, the applicable standard shall be 
adjusted in five (5) d.BA increments so as to encom- 
pass the background noise level. 

b) Each of the noise level standards specified 
above shall be reduced by 5 dBA for simple tone 
noises, consisting primarily of speech or music, or 
for recurring or intermittent impulsive noises. 

c) If the intrudiig noise source is continuous 
and cannot reasonably be stopped for a period of 
time whereby the background noise level can be 
meas- the noise level measured while the source 
is in operation shall be compared diiy to the 
noise level standards in Table I. (Prior code Q 4953; 
Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.340 lllterior noise staudards. 
No person shall, at any location within the unin- 

corporated area of the County operate, or cause to 
be operated within a dwelling unit, any soume of 
sound, or create, or allow the creation of, any noise 
which causes the noise level when measured inside 
a reoeiving dwelling unit with windows in their 
normal seasonal configuration to exceed the follow- 
ing noise level standards as set forth in Table II 
following: 

Table II - Interior Noise Level Standards - Dwell- 
ing Unit 1 . ” i I’ ’ 

. 1 

4.88.330 

NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS, dBA 

Cumulative 
Number of 
Minutes in Daytime Nighttime 

any one hour 7 A.M.- 10 P.M.-- 
~@FY time period 10 P.M. 7A.w 

1 5 45 40 
2 1 50 45 
3 0 55 50 

a) In the event the measured background noise 
level exceeds the applicable noise level standard in 
any category above, the applicable standard shall be 
adjusted in five (5) dBA increments so to encom- 
pass the background noise level. 

b) Each of the noise level standards specified 
above shall be reduced by 5 dBA for simple tone 
noises, noises consisting primarily of speech or 
music, or for recurring or intermittent impulsive 
noises. 

c) If the intruding noise source is continuous 
and cannot reasonably be stopped for a period of 
time whereby the background noise level can be 
measured, the noise level measured while the source 
is in operation shall be compared diitly to the 
noise level standards in Table II. (Prior code 0 
4954; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.350 General noise regu+ion. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this ordi- 

nance, it shall be unlawful for any person to willful- 
Iy or negligently make or continue; ‘0; c&&‘to be 
made or continued any _ . . ‘U , _, _ 
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4.88.350 

d) The nature and zoning of the area from which 
the noise emanates and upon which the noise im- 
pacts. 

e) The number of persons affected by the noise 
sources. 

f) The time of day or night the noise occurs. 
g) The duration of the noise and its tonal, infor- 

mational, or musical content. 
h) Whether the noise is continuous, recurrent, or 

intermittent. 
i) Whether the noise is produced by a commer- 

cial or non-commercial activity. (Prior code 0 4955; 
Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.360 Exemptions. 
The following activities shall be exempted from 

the provisions of this chapter: 
a) School bands, school athletic and school 

entertainment events. 
b) Outdoor gatherings, public dances, shows and 

spotting and entertainment events providing said 
events are conducted pursuant to all County tegula- 
tions. 

c) Activities conducted on parks, public play- 
grounds and school grounds provided such parks, 
playgrounds and school grounds are owned and 
operated by a public entity. 

d) Any mechanical device, apparatus or equip 
ment used, n&&d to br connected with emergency 
machinery, vehicle or work. 

e) Noise sources associated with demolition, 
constnictio~‘repair, &modeling, or grading of any 
real @-Opel; provided said activities do not take 
place between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 
A.M. wtiekdiyi; 5:OO P.M. and 9:00 AM. on Satur- 
days br at a$ t&e on Sundays, Thanksgiving and 

e>$ra N ql‘;li ‘1:;‘j:! 2 ( . 
iik4Aiica.l 

_ .‘A. a r * 

devices~apparatus’or equip 
ment which are utilized for the protection or salvage 
of agricuh&al%&l& during periods’bf p&&al or 
actudl fi&t dGii&&r’o&r advetse’ileather condi- 
~0&4,Z’” c. ~?10 3 :: . \‘ -1 

g) Mobile noise so&s associated with agricul- 
tural operations provided such operations do not 

take place between the hours of 8:00 P.M. and 7:00 
A.M. 

h) Mobile noise sources associated with agricul- 
tural pest control through pesticide application pro- 
vided that the application is made in accordance 
with restricted material permits issued by or regula- 
tions enforced by the Agricultural Commissioner. 

i) Noise sources associated with the mainte- 
nance of real property used for residential purposes 
provided said activities take place between the hours 
of 7:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. 

j) Any activity to the extent regulation thereof 
has been preempted by State or Federal law. (Prior 
code 0 4956; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82; 0x-d. 3208, 
03/06/90) 

4.88370 Air conditioning and 
refrigeration. Transition period. 

During the three year period following the effec- 
tive date of this chapter, the noise standards enumer- 
ated in section 4.88.330 and section 4.88340 shall 
be increased by eight (8) dBA where ithe alleged 
offensive noise source is an air conditioning or 
refrigeration system or associated equipment which 
was installed prior to the effective date of this chap 
ter. (Prior code 0 4958; Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4.88380 Exemption. 
Whenever, for the good of the public, a-govem- 

ment agency, public utility, or private utility deter- 
mines a project must be done before 7:00 A.M., or 
after 6:00 P.M., or weekends, and so.states in its 
contract, change order(s), or bid documents,~ said 
work shall be exempted from thii chapter. (Prior 
code 8 4959; Od 3208,03/0@0; cat&line editori- 
ally created, 6/94) . 6% ;. I: ‘:- 5 T .: -11 sir- 

. y Q: t 
488.390 <A I I .,Noise board of review. - .;G es 

The Planning Commission of the County of San 
Mateo shall serve as the Noise Board of Review. 
(Prior code 0 4960; Ord. 2803, 10119182) 

4.88400 Variances--Authorization. 
This Noise Board of Review is authorized to 

(San-10-97) (4.88) 6 
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4.88.400 

grant vatlances for exception from any provision of 
this ordinance, subject to imposed limitations as to 
area, noise levels, time limits, and any other terms 
and conditions the Noise Board of Review deter- 
mines are appropriate to protect the public health, 
safety and welfare. Three (3) members shall consti- 
tute a quorum and at least three (3) affirmative votes 
shall be required in support of any action. This 
section shall in no way be construed as granting 
authority to operate or conduct any activity which 
is otherwise regulated by law. (Prior code 0 4961; 
Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.410 Variances-Procedure. 
Any person seeking a variance for a noise source 

which the Health Officer has determined violates 
any provision of this ordinance may file an applica- 

(4.88) 6-l (San Macco m-97) 



tion with the Noise Board of Review Secretary. Said 
application shall be accompanied by a fee in the 
amount of Fifty Dollars ($50 00). The applicatron 
shah contain information that demonstrates that 
bringing the noise source into compliance with this 
ordinance would constitute an unreasonable hardship 
on the applicant, the community, or on other per- 
sons. The applicant shall also set forth any actions 
already taken to comply with the provisions of this 
ordinance. A separate application shah be filed for 
each noise source; provided, however, that several 
mobile sources operating within the boundaries of 
a single property may be combined into one apphca- 
tion. Notice of an application for a variance shah be 
published (according to established jurisdictional 
procedure) Any individual who claims to be ad- 
versely affected by the allowance of the variance 
may file a statement with the Noise Board of Re- 
view containing any information to support his/her 
claim. 

Upon receipt of the application and all supporting 
evidence deemed necessary by the Noise Board of 
Review, the Board shall withm (30) days, (1) ap- 
prove the application in whole or in part, or (2) 
deny the application. 

Applicants for variances and persons contesting 
variances may be requtred to submit such informa- 
tion as the Board may reasonably require. In grant- 
ing or denying an application, the Board Secretary 
shah keep on pubhc file a copy of the decision and 
the reason for granting or denying the variance. 
(Prior code 0 4962; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.420 Guidelines for variance. 
In determining whether to grant or deny an appli- 

cation for variance the following criteria shah be 
considered: 

a) The magnitude of nuisance caused by the 
offensive noise, 

b) The uses of property within the area of im- 
pingement by the noise, 

c) The time factors related to study, design, 
financing and construction of remedial work, 

d) The economic factors related to age and 
useful life of equipment, 

4 88.410 

e) The general pubhc interest and welfare. 
f) Whether strict compliance with the require- 

ment of ttus chapter will cause practical dlfficultres, 
unnecessary hardship or unreasonable expense and 
any other relevant considerations, including but not 
limited to, the fact that a commercial or industrial 
facility as defined in section 4.88.040 and section 
4.88.180 commenced development pnor to the exis- 
tence of a resident affected by noise from such 
facility. 

g) Theexte t t n o which a commercial or industri- 
al applicant has endeavored to reduce noise. (Prior 
code 0 4963; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82; Ord. 2870, 
l/3/84) 

4.88.430 Variances-Notification and 
restrictions. 

In the event the variance is granted, the apphcant 
shah be notified of all condrtions, which may in- 
clude restrictions on noise level, noise duration and 
operating hours, an approved method of achieving 
compliance, and a time schedule for its implementa- 
tion. The variance shah not become effective until 
all conditions are agreed to by the apphcant. Non- 
compliance with any condrtion of the variance shall 
terminate the variance and subject the person hold- 
ing it to those provisions of this ordinance for which 
the variance was granted. (Prior code &! 4964; Ord. 
2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88440 Time limit for variance. 
A variance will not exceed one (1) year from the 

date on which it was granted. Application for exten- 
sion of the time limits specified in variances or for 
modification of other substantial conditions shah be 
treated like applications for initial variances under 
this chapter. (Prior code $ 4965; Ord. 2803, 
10/19/82) 

4.88.450 Appeal to board of supervisors. 
Within fifteen (15) days following the decision 

of the Noise Board of Review, the applicant may 
appeal the decision to the Board of Supervisors by 
filing a notice of appeal with the Clerk of the Board 
of Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors shah 

(4.88) 7 



4.88.450 

either affirm, modify, or reverse the decision of the 
Noise Board of Review. Such dectsion shall be final 
and shall be based upon such considerations as are 
set forth in this chapter. (Prior code 0 4967; Ord. 
2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.460 Misdemeanors. 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this 

chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Each day such violation is committed or permitted 
to continue shall constitute a separate offense and 
shall be punishable as such. The provisions of this 
chapter shall not be construed as permitting conduct 
not proscribed herein and shall not affect the en- 
forceability of any other applicable provisions of 
law. (Prior code $ 4968; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

4.88.470 Responsibility. 
The primary responsibility for the enforcement of 

the provisions of this chapter shall be wrth the 
Health Officer. The Sheriff may also enforce the 
provisions of this chapter in his area of responsibili- 
ty as described in the interdepartmental noise en- 
forcement responsibility and procedure document 
established under section 4.88.310 of this chapter. 
(Prior code 0 4969; Ord. 2803, 10/19/82) 

(4.88) 8 



Attachment: 3 

Excerpt from San Mateo County Well Regulations 

4.68.050 Mitigation of disturbance at well site. 
(a) Any disturbance at a well site for the purposes of construction, reconstruction, repair, 

destruction or conversion of a water well, geothermal heat exchange or cathodic 
protection well shall be limited to the minimum amount of disturbance necessary to gain 
access to drill the well and shall be in compliance with any other pertinent laws or 
regulations, including but not limited to grading permit requirements, coastal 
development regulations, and roadway encroachment permits. Drilling fluids and other 
drilling materials produced or used in connection with well construction, destruction, or 
conversion shall not be allowed to discharge onto or into streets, waterways, sensitive 
habitats, or storm drains. Drilling fluids discharged onto an adjacent property requires 
the written permission of the property owner. Drilling fluids shall be properly managed 
and disposed of in accordance with applicable local, regional, and state requirements. 
Upon completion of the construction, destruction or conversion of the well, the site shall 
be restored as near as possible to its original condition, and appropriate erosion control 
measures shall be implemented. Site restoration is the responsibility of the property 
owner and must be implemented within 60 days of the completion of the well, and not 
more than a year from the date of the permit issuance. In the event a water well should, 
at the time of drilling, prove to have an inadequate water supply or quality for its 
intended use, it shall be closed in accordance with requirements of the County Health 
Off&r and the site shall be returned as near as possible to its original condition. In the 
event a water well is tested for certification for a building permit, any water generated by 
pumping during the test shall be disbursed or disposed of in a manner which will not 
cause excessive erosion 

(b) In addition to the requirements above, the well site, including any excavations and 
drainage pits, shall at the time of drilling be secured or maintained in such a manner as to 
prevent injury or damage to persons and animals. 

(c) Wells constructed during a period where winterization requirements are in effect, 
between October 15 and April 15, shall comply with County grading and storm water 
pollution prevention measures. 

(d) Mud pits shall not be installed in the drip zone of any tree. 


