
COL!TY OF SAN MATEO 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

March 7, 2001 

Subject Approval of Amendments to the Regzdatzons of the Board of Retzrement 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Board of Retirement recommends that the Board of SupervIsors adopt the attached Resolution (1) 
lmplementmg Government Code $3 1485 7 and (2) approtmg the followmg amendments to the Regulatzons ofthe 
Board of Retirement 

BACKGROUND Government Code $3 1525 states that The board [of retzvement] may make regulatzons not 
znconszstent wzth thzs chapter [the ‘37 Act] The regulatzons become effectzve when approved by the 
board of supewrsors. The Regulatzons of the Board of Retirement set forth San Mateo County s lmplementatlon 
of the provlslons of the County Employees Retirement Law The followmg proposed amendments are as set 
forth m the Minutes of the February 27,200l Meeting of the Board of Retirement. 

Amendment 6 will only be effective if the Board of Supervisors implements GC$3 1485.7, as set forth m the 
attached resolution on page 6. 

AMENDMENTSANDADDITIONS ~0 THEREGLXATIONS OFTHE BOARD OFRET/REMENT 

(1) Amend Regulation 2.7.3, as follows 

2 7.3 Regular Meetings Regular meetmgs of the Board shall be held on the Fourth Tuesday of each 
month Meetings shall begin at 1 00 D m 9-&i&m Meetmgs shall be held m SamCERA’s 
offices The Board may approve a change m the date, time and/or location of meetings within the 
County, if the proposed change 1s included on the agenda of a regular meeting 

DISCUSSION This amendment will male it easier for the County to be represented at meetmgs of the Board. In 
the past, the Board of Retirement has met at the same time that the Board of Supervisors met, malung It difficult 
for County officers to participate m both meetings 

(2) Amend Article 3 - Election of Trustees, as follows 

3.1 REGULAR ELECTIONS Q 
The ChlefElectlons Officer&r the Countv ofSan Mute0 shall be responsible for the conduct of 
the election and shall report dn-ectly to the Board m all matters pertammg to the election For the 
purposes ofthzs Article. “ChzefElectzons Officer”shal1 nzean “ChzefElectzons Oficer, or hzs 01 
her deszanee ” H The 
Chzef Executzve Officer &&ww&&w shall provide to the Clzzef Electzons Officer S&SW& txq~~ 
a COPY of & Nominating Petition, p, the “List ofElznzble 
Candidates and Nomznators “, and the List of Elzgzble Voters” v and other 
necessary election matenals for timely use m accordance with the schedule set forth m this Article 
i?ere shall be two lzsts provided bv the Chzef Executz>e Officer The lzsts shall be defined as 

follows tAe Lzst ofElznzble Candidates and Nomznarors ” shall znclude those names of members 
who are elmzble to szcn Nomzrzatzon papers and/or run for office as set forth zn section 3 I 03 and 
3 1 04 and shall be provided no later than the Frzdav przor to the thzrd Mondap zn Aprzl of the 
election vear, the ’ Lzst ofElznzble Voters “shall znclude those names of members who are elmzble 
to vote zn the electiofz as set forth zn section 3 I 12, and shall be provided 720 later than the 
Thursdav przor to the first day ballots may be mailed to those voters 

3 1 01 Election DaJ Regular Elections shall be held on the second Monday m June of the years m which 
the terms of elected Trustees expn-e Speczal Electzons shall be held 171 accordance wzth sectzon 
3 2 of thzs Artzcle Q 
-- 
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3 1.02 Notzce of Electron The ChzefExecutzve Officer e shall dlstnbute a Notice of Election on 
or before the first Monday m Apnl of election years The Notice shall Include, but not be hmlted to, 
the Quallficatlon of Candidates, the process for obtammg copies of the Nommatmg petltlon and 
Electlon Regulations, the Date of the ElectIon, and the name and address of the MElectlons 
Officer. 

3 1 03 QuaIzficatzons ofcandzdates A candidate for Second or Thxd Trustee shall be a General Member of 
SamCEK4 A candidate for Seventh Trustee shall be a Safety Member of SamCERA A candldate 
for Eighth Trustee shall be a Retn-ed Member of SamCERA To be elznzble, a candzdate shall be a 
member of hzs or her respectzve Eroup at the close of the pay perzod zmmedzatelv vrecedzna the 
begznnznp of the Nonzrnatlon/Declaratzon of Candzdacv period The Chzef Elections Officer shall 
compare the names of candidates with the L1ls.t of Eligible V&S Candidates and Nomrnators ” 
w &~ww&&F If the Ch2efElectlons Officer finds that the candIdate does not meet 
the quahficatlons set forth m this Sectlon and Sectzon 3 1 04, the Chief Elections Officer shall 
dlsquahfy the candidate 

3 1 04 Nomznatzng Petztzons/Declaratzon of Candzdaqy On and after the third Monday m April, Quahfled 
Candidates may obtain a Nommatmg PehhOn or Declaration of Candidacy, a CODY of the Code ofFazr 
Campazcn Practzces as zt appears m the Calzfornza Electzons Code, and a copy of these Electlon 
Regulations from the ChlefElectlons Officer Candidates for Second, Thn-d and Seventh Trustee shall 
be nommated by a pehtion signed by not less than ten SamCERA Members ehgble to sign the 
candidate s petltlon SamCERA s General Members are ehglble to sign a petltlon for a candldate for 
Second or Thud Trustee SamCERA s Safety Members are eligible to sign a petltlon for a candldate 
for Seventh Trustee SamCERA s Retired Members are eligible to nominate themselves as a candidate 
for Eighth Trustee by filing a Declaration of Candidacy with the Chzef ElectIons Officer To 
elzaible to szgn petztzons, or to nominate vourself: a member’s name shall be zncluded on the ’ Lzst of 
Ekzble Candidates and Nomznators” No member shall szpn more than one Nomznatznp Petztzon for 
each electzon Signed Nommatmg Petitions and Declarations of Candidacy must be filed with the 
ChlefElectlons Officer no later than 5 00 P M of the first Monday m May Candidates who file 
Nommatmg Petlhons &led after the deadline will be dlsquahfied Prospective candidates shall appear 
m person to receive candidate papers from, and to dehver candldate papers to the -Elections 
Officer If a prosvectzve candidate ES unable to appear zn person, thev shall deszmate zn wntznp an 
apent to receive and/or delzver the candzdate’s Nomznatzon Pavers or Declaration of Candidacy on 
thezr be?zalf 

Candzdates mav wzthdrau from the election no later than 5 00 P M of the first Monday 3 I 05 Withdrawal 
z~z Mav bv filing a wrztten statement of wzthdrawal M zth the Chzef Electzons Officer 

3 1 0_6 Qualzficatzon of NCandzdates and Nonzznators The Chzef Elections Officer shall compare 
the names w on Nommatmg Pehtlons and Declarations of Candidacy with the L’lsts of 
Ehglble %&IS Candidates and Nomznators ” e n If the MElectlons 
Officer finds that less than the number of qualified signatures specified m 3.1 04 have been submitted, 
the ChlefElectlons Officer shall dlsquahfy the candldate. 

3 1 07 Less than Two Qualzjied Candidates If the CIzlefElectlons Officer&k determzrzes that there 1s one 
Qualified Candidate W-L+ the Chzef ElectIons Officer shall e 
-9 v cancel the electlon and iie&~ certzk the smgle candldate 
elected If there are no qualified candidates, the Chzef Elections Officer shall notzfi the Board who 
shall reschedule the electlon. and The ChzefExecutzve Oficer shall re- 
notice the Election tn Arzv electzon that has been re-noticed 
shall be held zn accordance wzth the provzszon for Speczal Electzorzs 

3.1 O& Candzdate Statements. The ChlefElechons Officer shall accept, e reproduce 
and mclude with the %a-H& ballot, a CandIdate Statement lzstzna the name of the candzdate and &no% 
more than 2% so0 words Candidate Statements shall be lzmzted to a recztatron of tlze candidate’s 
own personal backgrozlnd and qualzfkatzons and shall izot make anv reference to other Landzdates 01 
to anotlzer candzdate’s qualzficatzons Statements that do not meet these requzrements shall not be 
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accepted, bzlt mav be resubmitted up to the filznn deadline The countuzE of words w111 be zn 
accordance MltJz the Calzfornla Electzons Code If the ChzefElectlons Officer determines that an 
acceptable Candidate Statement zs not submitted bv the deadlzne, the candidate wrll not have one 
included with tlze ballot Candidate Statements must be filed with the Chief Elections Officer no later 
than 5 00 P M of the first Monday m May Statements shall be printed as submztted No Candidate, 

for anv reason. mav withdraw or change his or her Candidate s Statement after thzs deadline 
Statements filed vursuant to thzs sectzon shall remain confidential untzl the expzratlon ofthe filing 
deadline 

No later than 5 00 PM on the first Thursdav zn Mav followzna the first 3 I 09 Challenaes to Statements 
Mondav zn Ma,, a candidate mav challenge bv wrrt of mandate or lnrunctlon filed wzth the Szcperlor 
Court of San Mate0 Countv, which requests that the declszon of the Chief Elections Officer to accept 
or relect a candidate’s statement be reversed and/or that the statement in question 1s false, mzsleadnx, 
or lnconszstent wzth the requzrements of section 3 I 08 Khe perempton wrzt of mandate or znrunctlon 
shall be issued only upon clear and convzncmg proof and a findzna that an order would not 
substantzally Interfere wzth the prlntlnz or dzstrlbutlon of official electzon materrals 

3.1 .B Ballots The ChlefElectlons Officer shall certify for mcluslon on the ballot the names of Qualified 
Candidates who submitted Nommatmg Petihons containing the number of qualified signatures 
specified m 3 1 04 The ChlefElectlons Officer shall determme by lot the order m which Gx&daks 
candidates shall appear on the ballot. There 1s no provzszon for write-zn candidates The 
e Chzef Elections Officer shall provide for the preparation of a number of ballots 
sufficient to supply one to each SamCERA Member ehglble to vote m each election The 
e ChlefElections Officer shall provide for the mailing of ballots to the member’s home 
address S Ballots 
shall be mailed no earlier than the third Friday ln Mav and no later that the fourth Friday zn May 
Ballots malled m shall Include a return envelope bearmg prepaid postage. Tke 
5 The Chzef Elections Officer shall 
make available a replacement ballot upon request by anv ell,clble member who lost or did not receive 
hu or her ballot Requests mav be made rn person, uz wrztlng, bv e-mad, fax or by telephone A 
replacement ballot will not be provided to anv one other than the member who requested the 
replacement ballot Candidates are speczfically prohlblted from handling ballots, whether voted or 
unvoted, sealed or unsealed, other than then own. Voted ballots must be east received bv the Chief 
Elections Oficer on or before Election Day AFW voted ballot that IS US Postmarked on or before 
Election Dav and received bv the Chzef Elections Officer on or before 5.00 P M on the Frzdav 
fol1owzn.c the Election Day, shall also be counted 

There shall be no ballot deszmatlons on 3 I 1 I Ballot DeslEnatzon 
the ballot 

3 1 12 Qualzjicatzon of Voters The ChlefElechons Officer shall confirm the name on the outer ballot 
envelope urlth the LIlst of Ellglble Voters _ ~FW&&W& A. SamCERA s General 
Members are qualified to elect the Second and Third Trktees. SamCERA s Safety members are 
qualified to elect the Seventh Trustee SamCERA s Retn-ed Members are quahfied to elect the Eighth 
Trustee To be ellalble to vote, a member shall be a part of hrs or her respective group at the close of 
the vav period lmmedzately precedznp the first dav that ballots mav be mailed per these bvlaus 3%e 

3.1 1.j Counting of Ballots j 
The ChlefElectlons Officer shall supervise the counting of ballots A candidate certified as the 
winner must recelle the hz.ehest number of votes cast In the event of a tie vote, the ChlefElectzons 
Officer shall determine tke wznnzng candidate bb lot 

duvlzcate ballot 3 I 14 Voided Ballots The Chief Elections Officer shall void all of the followzng ballots 
cast, all ballots whrch bear the sl.nature or uutlals of the voter OFI the ballot itself: ballots whzch do 
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not bear the stgnature of the voter on the outstde of the envelope or where rt IS not Dosstble to 
determme who submttted the ballot. envelopes contarntng more than one ballot, and ballots where the 
ChzefElecttons Officer cannot determme the voter’s tntent Any names wrztten m on a ballot, other 
than the name of a qualtfied candidate, wtll not be counted or reported m the Certtficatton of the 
Election Results 

3 1 1.j Cerujicatton ofElectton Results The ChlefElectlons Officer shall canvass and certify the results of 
the electlon no later than the Frtdav followmg the election fi 

3.1 1_6 Recetpt & Safekeeping of Ballots Cast. The MElectlons Officer shall accept and provide for the 
safekeeping of all ballots cast Ballots must be retained for 180 days after Election Day, and, m the 
absence of htlgatlon, may be dlscarded thereafter 

Upon wrttten aupltcatton to the ChrefElecttons Officer, and wtthm five (5) calendar days of 3 I I7 Recount 
the ChtefElecttons Officer’s Certtficatton ofElectton Results, any candidate ma) order a recount of 
all votes cast Prtor to a recount, the candidate requesttng a recount must agree to uav for the actual 
cost of the recount The ChtefElecttons Officer shall determine alz estimated cost for a recount and 
the candidate requesttng the recount must deuostt wtth the Electtons Officer vavment for the estimated 
cost The candidate wdl be under no obltgatton to pav for the recount tf the recount shows a change 
tn the outcome of the election The recount shall be conducted tn the same manner as the ortgtnal 
c01u1t 

3 1 18 Aj3pe& Contests Z%+H+IM Election results e&& W r may be 
w contested bv a candidate upon filmg a vertfied petztlon with the Suuertor Court of the Count) 
of San Mate0 $&&I&&& -wIthIn 15 calendar days of the Issuance of the Certified Electton 
Results bv the ChtefElecttons Officer e Candidates mav contest the electron on the 
followtnggrounds a) that the person who has been declared elected to an ofice was not. at the ttme 
of the electton, eltgrble for that office, b) that the candidate or he or her agent has given to a member 
a bribe or reuard or offered anv brrbe or reward for the purpose of procurtng hts or her election, c) 
that a suffctent number of votes were tlleaal, fraudulent. forged, or otherwtse zmprouer, and that had 
those votes not been counted, the person havtnn been declared elected would not have received more 
votes than the contestant, and/or d) that the ChtefElections Oficer m conducttnp the electton or tn 
canvasszn~ the returns. made errors sufictent to change the result of the election as to any person uho 
has been elected The acceptance or rerectton of a candidate’s statement of qualtficatrons bv the Chief 
Electtons Oficer shall not constttute grounds for a new electton A hear-ma on the contest shall be set 
-theCourt > The Court’s 
dectrton shall be based upon clear and convmctng woof of the allegattons If the Board orders a new 
election based upon the Court’s decuton, zt shall be held m accordance with the provwons for SDeclal 
Elections 

3 1 12 Oath of Off ice Newly elected Trustees shall be sworn-m durmg the Board s first meeting m July 

32 SPECIAL ELEC~ONS The ChrefExecuttve Officer -shall advise the Board when a 
vacancy occurs and shall recommend a date for a Special Election to fill the vacancy If the vacancy 
occurs within mne months of the end of the term of the seat which has been vacated, ti there shall 
& no Special Electlon U. If the vacancy occurs more than mne months prior to the end of 
the term, the Board shall call a Special Election, which shall be held not less than 90 nor more than 
120 days from the date the seat was vacated Special Elections shall be conducted m conformance 
with the provlslons of this Artxle for Regular ElectIons, except that the schedule shall be adjusted by 
the &IMw&&M ChzefElecttons Officer to comply with the date of the Special Election set by the 
Board 

33 REIMBURSIGUENT FOR SERVICES The SamCERA Board of Rettrement will reimburse the Chtef 
Electtons Officer for the electton services provtded 

34 PUBLIC INFORMATION During the mnety days precedmg Election Day, no newsletter or other one- 
time pubhcatlon Intended for the use of SamCEIL s members ~111 be dlstrlbuted by SamCERA which 
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mcludes the name of any Incumbent candldate for an electton conducted pursuant to these regulatrons 
Thus moratonum shall not apply to standard pubhcatlons such as member booklets, annual reports and 
other documents of a srmrlar nature 

DISCUSSION The County s Chief Electrons Officer and County Counsel prepared the Electron Regulation 
amendments based upon concerns and recommendations raised by trustees and candrdates durmg past 
elections 

(3) Add the following amendment at the end of Regulation 6.6.6 

A member who redeposrts nrevlouslv wrthdrawn funds ~111 be remstated mto the Plan 
from which the funds were wrthdrawn 

DISCUSSION The Acquhzo decrsron requires 37 Act Systems to remstate members who redeposit mto 
the plan they left. Thus amendment formahzes actron already approved by matron of the Board 

(4) Add the following amendment at the end of Regulation 6.8.2.1 

6 8 2.1 Compensatron earnable mcludes all base pay (00 1) and 00 1 replacement pay whrch the 
Board defines as compensatron pard to employees when they are off work and paid for 
those hours under County leave programs for which the County provrdes compensatron, 
mcludmg sick leave wrth pay (035), family srck leave (038), vacation pay (041), holiday 
regular pay (043), holiday hours used (048), compensatory time used (052) 
admnustratrve leave (054), JLU-J duty (055), mrhtary leave (056), educatronal leave wrth 
pay (057), other leave wrth pay (058) drsabrllty leave wrth pay (059), management 
overtrme (064),and voluntary time off (090) annual in-servrce vacatron cash-outs and 
annual m-service management admmrstratrve leave cash-outs (102) 

DISCUSSION This amendment completes the Board s comphance with the provlslons of the Supreme 
Courts Ventura decrsron The County was not allowmg m-servrce cash-outs when the Regulations were 
last amended The current pohcy IS restncted and will not result m srgmficant actuanal cost. However, If 
m-service cash-outs are extended to bargammg umts m the future, the actuanal cost could become 
significant. 

(5) Add the following amendment at the end of Regulation 6.7.2. 

Credrt shall be given for all Countv servrce reported as Voluntary Trme Off Hours Used 
(090), retroactrve for Actrve Members to the mceptlon of the program m 1977 

DISCUSSION VT0 partrcrpants hourly pay IS reduced by the percentage of then- total biweekly hours that 
they contract to take as VT0 SamCElL has been collectmg contnbutrons on the VT0 hours, but not 
credrtmg service credrt for those hours, m accordance wrth the County pohcy adopted at the mceptlon of 
the VT0 program County Counsel and the County Manager concur that VT0 hours should be mcluded 
m servrce credit 

(6) Adopt the attached Resolution implementing GC§31485.7 and add the following new regulation 
at the end of Regulation 10.1.4 

10.1.5 A member who elects to purchase service credit pursuant to these Reaulatrons shall 
complete that purchase wrthm 120 days after the effective date of his or her retirement 
per GC63 1485.7. This regulatron shall not be operatrve unless and untrl GC63 1485 7 1s 
Implemented bv the Board of Sunervrsors 

DISCUSSION 1996 SACRS-sponsored leglslatron added GC$3 1485 7 The new sectron perrmts retmng 
members to complete the purchase of service wlthm 120 days after then date of retirement Currently all 
purchases must be completed prior to retirement The change would allow members to use then- terminal 
pay to complete the purchase of service There would be a small actuanal cost to the County rf a 
srgmficant number of members chose to purchase service credit at retn-ement, but m reahty the cost 
impact should be msrgmficant. Usually the only service avarlable for purchase 1s extra help time 



R.ESOLUTIONNo 

BOARDOFSUPERVISORS,COUT~'T~'OFSANMATEO,STATEOFCALIFORNIA 
****+***** 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of Cahfomla. that 

WHEREAS, Government Code 93 1525 states that The Board [of Retu-emend] may make 
regulations not mconszstent wrth thus chapter [the ‘3 7 Act] The regulations become effective 
when approved by the Board of Supemsors; and 

WHEREAS, Government Code $3 1485 7 states, m pertinent part, that .A member who elects to 
purchase retwenzent service credit . shall complete that purchase within I20 days after the eflectlre date 
of his or her retirement Tars section shall not be operative m any county until the Board of Supervuors, 
by resolution, makes thrs section applzcable En the county, and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Retn-ement has recommended the lmplementatlon of Government Code 
$31485 7, and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Retirement has recommended the approval of amendments to the 
Regulations of the Board of Retirement as set forth m the Minutes of the February 27,200 1 Meeting of 
the Board of Retirement, and 

WHEFCEAS the Board has reviewed the recommendations and fmds them to be m the best interest 
of the members, retirees and beneficlarles of the Retirement System 

NOW,THEREFORE,ITISHEREBYDETERMINEDAND~RDERED, that 

1 The provlslons of Government Code $3 1485 7 are apphcable m this county. 

2 The amendments to the Regulations of the Board of Retu-ement as set forth m the Mmutes of the 
February 27,200 1 Meeting of the Board of Retirement are approved. 


