
THE BOARD OF SUPERIISORS, COUNTY OF SANMATEO, STATL: OF CALIFORNL4 
PROCLAMA TION COMMEMORA TLNG 

The 4dh Anniversary of the US. Supreme Court’s Ruling in 
Gideon v. Wain wrigh t 

*************************tt*n* 

WHEREAS, Clearance Earl Gideon was charged with breaking into a Floridapoolroom on June 3, 
1961 and stealing coins from a cigarette machine. He asserted his innocence; and 

WHEREAS, Gideon’s request for appointed counsel atpublic expense was denied, and the U-year-old 
drafter with an eighth-grade education defended himself against the legal casepresented by the state’s 
prosecuting attorney; and 

WTZEREAS, he was convicted of a felony breaking and entering with intent to commit a misdemeanor, 
and was sentenced tofive years in stateprison; and 

WHEREAS, Gideon submitted a handwritten petition to the United States Supreme Courtfrom his 
Floridaprison cell, arguing that the United States Constitution does not allowpoorpeople to be 
convicted and sent to prison without legal representation. Twenty-two state attorneys general 
submitted a brief of support of his argument; and 

WHEREAS, on March l&1963, the Supreme Court unanimous@ ruled that Gideon’s trial and 
conviction without the assistance of counsel was fundamentally unfair and violated the Sixth and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the Court stated it is an “obvious truth that in our adversary system of criminal justice, 
anyperson hauled into court, who is toopoor to hire a lawyer, cannot be assured a fair trial unless 
counsel is provided for him;” and 

WHEREAS, at his retrial with the assistance of court-appointed counsel, Clarence Earl Gideon was 
acquitted; and 

WHEREAS, 40 years later, while implementation of the right to court appointed counsel is extremely 
uneven across the nation, we in San Mate0 County are proud of the decision made in the 1968 by the 
Board of Supervisors to contract with the San Mateo County Bar Association for representation of the 
indigent accused of crimes; and 

UZEREAS, through the San Mateo County Bar Association’s Private Defender Program, the indigent 
of San Mate0 County are represented by the,finest criminal defense attorneys in the County. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCUIMED that March l&200.3 is hereby designated as Gideon Day, 
and San Mate0 County hereby rededicates itself to the principle of equal justice for all regardless of 
income. 

DATED: March II,2003 
SHPER..&SORS: 

ikL4R.O S GORDON 


