
COUNTYOFSAN MATEO
Inter-DepartmentalCorrespondence

DepartmentofPublicWorks

DATE: September21, 2004

BOARD MEETINGDATE: September28, 2004

TO: HonorableBoardofSupervisors

FROM: Neil R. Cullen, DirectorofPublicWorks

SUBJECT: StreetTreeMaintenanceon theAlamedadeLasPulgasGenerally

betweenAshtonAvenueandHarkinsAvenue- WestMenloParkArea

Recommendation

Adopt aresolution:

A. findingthat amajorityprotest,asdefinedby Section53570et. seq.ofthe
GovernmentCode,objectingto theassessmentofcoststo maintainstreettrees
alongtheAlamedade las PulgasgenerallybetweenAshtonAvenueandHarkins
Avenue,doesnotexist;

B. ~directingtheDirectorofPublicWorksto causesaidassessments,asdescribedin
theballotsthatwerepreviouslysentto eachpropertyownerwithin thearea
proposedto beincludedin theAlamedaStreetTreeMaintenanceDistrict (District),
to be levied;

C. creatingtheDistrict with theboundariesasdescribedin theResolutionofIntention
previouslyadoptedby yourBoard;and

D. authorizingtheDirectorofPublicWorks to use1/2 CentTransportationFundsto
financetheplantingofstreettreeson theAlamedadelasPulgaswithin theDistrict.

PreviousBoard Action
Openedthepublichearing,consideredall comments,closedthepublichearingand
continuedyourBoard’sconsiderationoftheformationoftheproposedDistrict andthe
levyingof assessmentsuntil September28, 2004,to allow for thecountingofpropertyowner
ballotsasprovidedby Section53570et. seq.oftheGovernmentCode.

Key Facts
A majorityofthepropertyownerssubmittingballotsarein favorofbeingassessedforthe
maintenanceofstreettreeson theAlamedade las Pulgaswithin the limits asdescribed
above.
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Discussion
Theballotingofthepropertyownerswasconductedpursuantto Section53750et. seq.ofthe
GovernmentCodeandtheClerkoftheBoardoversawtheopeningandcountingofthe
ballotsasdirectedby yourBoard.Theresultsoftheballotingareasfollows:

Ballots in Ballots Not in Unmarked Ballots Total
Favor ofBeing Favor of or No Response

Assessed Being
Assessed

Numberof 438 205 364 100%
Ballots

Percent(%)of 43.5% 20.4% 36.1% 100%
TotalBallots

Percent(%) of
Ballots 68.1% 31.9% ~ N/A 100%
Received

Weighted
Percent(%) . 69% 31% N/A 100%
Basedon
Assessments

Ourrecommendationto createthedistrictandlevyassessmentsis basedontheresultofthe
ballotingwhichwasweightedbasedon thevalueofeachassessmentasprovidedby Section
53750et. seq.oftheGovernmentCode.

Wewill proceedwith theplantingofthe43 treeson theAlamedadelas Pulgasif yourBoard
determinesto createtheDistrict andlevy theassessmentsasrecommended.Thetreesshould
be in placeno laterthanmidDecember.

Vision Alignment
Webelieveourrecommendationsareconsistentwith theSharedCommitmentto bea
“responsive,effectiveandcollaborativegovernment,”andGoal Number20, “government
decisionsarebasedoncarefulconsiderationoffuture impact,ratherthanon temporaryrelief
or immediategain”asproceedingwith themaintenancedistrict andlevying theassessmentis
basedontheballotingofthepropertyownersthatwill be fmancingthecoststo improvethe
overall appearanceofthebusinessdistrictwhichis seenasafocalpointfor thesurrounding
neighborhoods.
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Fiscal Impact
Theassessmentcostswereestimatedfor a20-yearperiodandthenannualizedin orderto
meettherequirementsofSection53753et. seq.oftheGovernmentCode.Wealsoincluded
in thefirst five yearsoftheassessmentpayments,thereimbursementofthefundsincluding
interest,thatwereadvancedby theGeneralFund($17,000)to fmancetheformationof the
district andtheelectionprocess.Theassessmentpaymentsalsoincludethecostchargedby
theController- approximately$0.30perparcelperyear- to placetheassessmentpayments
on thetaxbill.

The“not-to-exceed”assessmentpaymentperparcelfor the20-yearmaintenancefor
residentialpropertyis $ 1 64.40perparcel,or$ 1 1 .40perparcelperyearfor thefirst five years
and$7.1 6 perparcelperyearfor years6 through20 inclusive.The“not-to-exceed”
assessmentpaymentperparcelfor the20-yearmaintenancefor commercialpropertyis
$642.90perparcel,or$45 perparcelperyearforthefirst five yearsand$27.86perparcel
peryearfor year6 through20 inclusive.

Thecostofpurchasingandinstallingthetreesis estimatedat$20,000andyourBoard
previouslydeterminedthatthiswould bepaidby theCounty.We arerecommendingthat
1/2CentTransportationFundsbeusedto paythesecosts.

A form ofresolutionhasbeenapprovedbyCountyCounsel.

A copyofourreporthasbeensentto therepresentativesofthecommunitytaskforceandto
thecommercialpropertyownersin thestreetscapearea.

. Neil R. Cullen
~ DirectorofPublicWorks
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cc: JohnD. Nibbelin, DeputyCountyCounsel
Mr. William Kirsch
Ms. Leslie Wambach
CommercialPropertyOwners


