
EXHIBIT “A” 
 

Description of Department of Public Works Permits Types of Approvals 
 Inspections, Traffic and Transportation 

 
 
Temporary Encroachment: Activity or object occurring or placed in the public right of way on a 
temporary basis, not requiring inspection. Examples include temporary placement of debris box 
or storage container, street closure for construction activity, etc. 
 
Minor Encroachment: Simple work or construction occurring in the public right of way in 
accordance with County standards, anticipated to require up to two (2) inspections. Includes 
most encroachments associated with building permits where major roadway or utility 
construction is not required. Examples of minor encroachments include driveway construction, 
mailboxes, signs, etc. 
 
Fence, Hedge or Wall in Public Right of Way: Fences, hedges or walls permitted for installation 
in the public right of way in accordance with Board Resolution No. 63037. 
 
Major Encroachment: Work or construction occurring in the public right of way requiring 
extended impact to traffic, multiple inspections, or other ongoing disturbance. Examples include 
utility mainline replacement, major underground work, widening or reconfiguration of County 
road, etc. In addition to fees, a deposit is collected and charged for ongoing inspections, with 
the balance returned to the applicant upon completion. 
 
Utility Maintenance: Annual permit issued to utility franchise holder (e.g. Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co., water districts, sewer districts, etc.) for maintenance of existing facilities in public right of 
way. Does not include mainline replacement (see Major Encroachment) or installation of service 
to new building (see Encroachment with Building Permit).  
 
Additional Inspections: Third or subsequent inspection of encroachments or construction in non-
maintained right of way beyond two inspections included in fee schedule for the categories 
above. 
 
Special Event Road Closure: Closure of portion of public roadway as approved by law 
enforcement and fire agency for approved short-term activity or event such as block party. 
 
Monitoring Wells: Placement of wells within the public right of way, typically for monitoring 
groundwater quality. In addition to permit and inspection fees, a deposit is collected as surety 
for the proper abandonment of wells when no longer needed. 
 
Street Sign(s): New street name required for subdivisions and second dwelling units. Includes 
fabrication and installation of street sign. 
 
Optional Parking Restrictions:  New loading zone, time limited parking zone or no parking zone 
established at the request and for the benefit of an individual business or property owner, in 
accordance with County standards and California Vehicle Code provisions. Does not include 
Disabled Parking Zones which are implemented at no cost to the property owner. 
 
Transportation Permit: Permits issued for hauling oversized loads on County-maintained 
roadways in accordance with State of California standards.  
 
 


