
 

 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO 

Inter-Departmental Correspondence 
Department of Public Works 

 
DATE: July 29, 2011 

BOARD MEETING DATE:  August 9, 2011 
SPECIAL NOTICE/HEARING: None 

VOTE REQUIRED: Majority 
 
TO: 
 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: 
 

James C. Porter, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: 
 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission Grant Funding for the Crystal 
Springs Regional Trail Project 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution making required findings and authorizing the Director of Public 
Works, or his designee to:  
 
1. Submit a claim to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and accept 

Transportation Development Act Article 3 funding in the amount of $194,549 for the 
Crystal Springs Regional Trail South of Highway 92 Project; and 

 
2.  Execute all necessary applications or other documents associated with submission 

of the claim and acceptance of funding from the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission in the amount of $194,549. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the regional transportation 
planning agency for the San Francisco Bay region and is responsible for the distribution 
of Transportation Development Act (TDA), Article 3 funding.  MTC’s Resolution No. 875, 
Revised, entitled “Transportation Development Act, Article 3, Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Projects”, delineates procedures and criteria for submission of requests for TDA Article 3 
funding.  Furthermore Resolution No. 875, Revised requires that requests for the 
allocation of TDA Article 3 funding be submitted as part of a single, countywide 
coordinated claim from each county in the San Francisco Bay region. 
 
The Department of Public Works submitted an application to the TDA Article 3 Program 
in the amount of $194,549 for the Crystal Springs Regional Trail South of Highway 92 
Project (Project).  The application was approved for funding and a formal presentation 
regarding the project was made to the City/County Association of Governments Bicycle 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 
 



DISCUSSION: 
With over 300,000 visitors annually, the Crystal Springs Regional Trail is one of the most 
popular non-motorized, multiple-use trails in the Bay Area.  This Project will help 
complete an uninterrupted non-motorized trail from the City of San Bruno to the City of 
Woodside for pedestrians, equestrians, roller skaters, and cyclists.  The Project, which 
begins 950 feet south of the Highway 92 and Skyline Boulevard intersection and ends 
5,025 feet south of that intersection at Canada Road across from the Ralston Bicycle 
Trail, will convert an existing 0.9 mile San Francisco Peninsula Watershed service road 
into a 10-foot wide paved and 3-foot wide gravel multiple-use trail along the Crystal 
Springs Reservoir. 
 
Safety is a high priority goal of the Project and provides cyclists and pedestrians an 
opportunity to recreate and commute on a Class I bikeway independent of automobiles. 
The 10-foot-wide paved trail accommodates cyclists, in-line skaters, and mobility devices 
such as wheelchairs and people pushing strollers.  The 3-foot-wide gravel shoulder 
separates use and provides a more desirable surface for runners and equestrians. Four 
benches, informational and entry signs, kiosks, four trash receptacles and a restroom will 
be added to support the visitor experience.  Construction plans and specifications for the 
Project are now finalized, and the necessary permits have been obtained. 
 
The Project will also be fully accessible for persons with disabilities as it meets the "Draft 
Final Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas" as published in the Federal 
Register on October 19, 2009.  
 
County Counsel has reviewed and approved the Resolution as to form.  The Resolution 
includes findings, set forth in Attachment A to the Resolution, which are required by 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission to be adopted by the Board. 
 
Approval of this Resolution contributes to the Shared Vision 2025 outcome of an 
Environmentally Conscious Community as construction of a new Crystal Springs 
Regional Trail section increases the number and quality of natural experiences for 
County Park visitors.  Each park visitor that recreates in this natural area will 
observe and learn about natural habitats and their inhabitants and gain a greater 
appreciation of the need for their preservation. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
The request for MTC TDA Article 3 grant funds is the first step in securing full funding for 
the project’s estimated cost of $1,081,827.  The Department is currently working with 
various regional, state and federal agencies for the remaining funds.  Consequently, the 
work will only begin after full project funding has been secured.  There is no impact to 
the General Fund. 
 



RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTION  

MAKING REQUIRED FINDINGS AND AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, OR HIS DESIGNEE TO: 

1. SUBMIT A CLAIM TO THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
AND ACCEPT TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ACT ARTICLE 3 FUNDING IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $194,549 FOR THE CRYSTAL SPRINGS REGIONAL TRAIL 
SOUTH OF HIGHWAY 92 PROJECT; AND 

2. EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY APPLICATIONS OR OTHER DOCUMENTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH SUBMISSION OF THE CLAIM AND ACCEPTANCE OF 

FUNDING FROM THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $194,549 

______________________________________________________________ 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of 

California, that  

 
WHEREAS, Article 3 of the Transportation Development Act (TDA), Public 

Utilities Code (PUC) Section 99200 et seq., authorizes the submission of claims to a 

regional transportation planning agency for the funding of projects exclusively for the 

benefit and/or use of pedestrians and bicyclists; 

 
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), as the 

regional transportation planning agency for the San Francisco Bay region, has adopted 

MTC Resolution No. 875, Revised, entitled “Transportation Development Act, Article 3, 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Projects,” which delineates procedures and criteria for submission of 

requests for the allocation of “TDA Article 3” funding; and 

 
WHEREAS, MTC Resolution No. 875, Revised requires that requests for the 



allocation of TDA Article 3 funding be submitted as part of a single, countywide 

coordinated claim from each county in the San Francisco Bay region; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of San Mateo desires to submit a claim to MTC for the 

allocation of TDA Article 3 funds to support the project described in this resolution, 

which are for the exclusive benefit and/or use of pedestrians and/or bicyclists. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY DETERMINDED AND ORDERED that the 

Director of Public Works shall submit a claim/request for funds in the amount of 

$194,549 for the Crystal Springs Regional Trail South of Highway 92 Project to 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission for an allocation of Transportation 

Development Act Article 3 Pedestrian and Bicycle Project funding for FY 2011/2012. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FURTHER DETERMINED AND ORDERED that the 

Board of Supervisors by adoption of this resolution approving the submittal of and 

acceptance of a claim in the amount of $194,549 to the Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission, TDA Article 3 for the Crystal Springs Regional Trail South of Highway 92 

Project: 

 
1. Declares it is eligible to request an allocation of TDA Article 3 funds pursuant to 

Section 99234 of the Public Utilities Code, and 

 
2. Certifies that there is no pending or threatened litigation that might adversely 

affect the project described in this resolution, or that might impair the ability of 

the County of San Mateo to carry out the project; and 

 



3. Resolves that a certified copy of this resolution and its attachment and any 

accompanying supporting materials shall be forwarded to the City/County 

Association of Governments for submission to MTC as part of the countywide 

coordinated TDA Article 3 claim.   

 
4. Makes the findings attached hereto as Attachment A. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that the Director of Public Works, or his designee, is 

authorized to execute all necessary applications, or other documents associated with 

submission of the claim and acceptance of funding from the Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission in the amount of $194,549. 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
 



Resolution No. 
Attachment A 

Re: Request to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission for the Allocation of Fiscal Year 
2011-2012 Transportation Development Act Article 3 Pedestrian/Bicycle Project Funding 

Findings 
Page 1 of 1 

1. That San Mateo County is not legally impeded from submitting a request to the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission for the allocation of Transportation Development 
Act (TDA) Article 3 funds, nor is San Mateo County legally impeded from undertaking the 
project(s) described in this resolution.   

2. That San Mateo County has committed adequate staffing resources to complete the 
project. 

3. A review of the project has resulted in the consideration of all pertinent matters, including 
those related to environmental and right-of-way permits and clearances, attendant to the 
successful completion of the project.   

4. Issues attendant to securing environmental and right-of-way permits and clearances for the 
project have been reviewed and will be concluded in a manner and on a schedule that will 
not jeopardize the deadline for the use of the TDA funds being requested. 

5. That the project complies with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.).   

6. That as portrayed in the budgetary description of the project, the sources of funding other 
than TDA are assured and adequate for completion of the project.   

7. That the project is for capital construction and/or design engineering; and/or for the 
maintenance of a Class I bikeway which is closed to motorized traffic; and/or for the 
purposes of restriping Class II bicycle lanes; and/or for the development or support of a 
bicycle safety education program; and/or for the development of a comprehensive bicycle 
and/or pedestrian facilities plan, and an allocation of TDA Article 3 funding for such a plan 
has not been received by San Mateo County within the prior five fiscal years.   

8. That the project which is a bicycle project has been included in a detailed bicycle circulation 
element included in an adopted general plan, or included in an adopted comprehensive 
bikeway plan (such as outlined in Section 2377 of the California Bikeways Act, Streets and 
Highways Code section 2370 et seq.).  

9. That the project is a “Class I Bikeway,” and meets the mandatory minimum safety design 
criteria published in Chapter 1000 of the California Highway Design Manual.  

10. That the project is ready to commence implementation during the fiscal year of the 
requested allocation.   

11. That San Mateo County agrees to maintain, or provide for the maintenance of, the project 
and facilities for the benefit of and use by the public. 


