
 

 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO 

Inter-Departmental Correspondence 
County Counsel 

 
DATE: November 29, 2011 

BOARD MEETING DATE:  December 13, 2011 
SPECIAL NOTICE/HEARING: None 

VOTE REQUIRED: Majority 
 
TO: 
 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: 
 

John C. Beiers, County Counsel 

SUBJECT: 
 

Appointment of David John Irwin to the Board of Directors of the 
Westborough Water District 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution Appointing David John Irwin to the Board of Directors of the 
Westborough Water District. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Westborough Water District supplies water to consumers in an area that specifically 
covers parts of South San Francisco. The District’s service territory covers approximately 
one square mile and serves approximately 12,000 people.  
 
The Westborough Water District has five members on its Board of Directors. Three of 
those seats were up for election at the November 6, 2011 consolidated election and 
there were only two candidates. Pursuant to Elections Code § 10515, these two 
candidates shall be appointed by the “supervising authority” which, in the case of a 
special district, is the Board of Supervisors.  
 
In regards to the third seat, for which there was no candidate, the Board shall also make 
this appointment pursuant to Elections Code § 10515. The Elections Code does not set 
forth a deadline for the Board to make this appointment nor does it set forth a required 
process for the Board to use to make the appointment.  The only requirement is that the 
appointee must be a registered voter within the District as of November 6, 2011.   
 
At its November 1, 2011 meeting, the Board adopted the following appointment process: 
 
(1) The District will provide reasonable notice and opportunity to apply to any person 

desiring to seek the appointment. 
 

(2) The District Board will forward to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors a list of all 
candidates and their applications, and shall recommend one candidate. 



 
(3) The Board of Supervisors will appoint a candidate at its December 13, 2011 

meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In accordance with the above process, the Westborough Water District advertised the 
vacancy on its Board of Directors and received applications from the following three 
candidates:   
 

1. David John Irwin:  Mr. Irwin is an Electric Distribution Supervisor (Journeyman 
Lineman) at Pacific Gas & Electric.  He co-founded, coaches, and serves on the 
Board of Directors of San Francisco Warriors Youth Football and Cheer.  Mr. Irwin 
has a technical diploma in network engineering and management from Heald 
College.  He lives in South San Francisco. 
 

2. Judith Gail Louie:  Ms. Louie is a purchasing assistant at UCSF.  She has also 
worked as an underwriter for insurance companies.  She attended City College of 
San Francisco.  She is an active member of the Pacifica Beach Coalition and has 
been on the PG&E EarthDay Cleanup Board of Directors for 17 years.  Ms. Louie 
lives in South San Francisco. 
 

3. Ronald C. Burgess:  Mr. Burgess has served most recently as an Account 
Executive for the insurance industry in California.  He has also held various 
management positions at several insurance companies.  Mr. Burgess has served 
as an adjunct professor at Golden Gate University and he has served on several 
boards and commissions, including the South San Francisco Housing Authority, 
the San Mateo County Transportation Authority Citizens Advisory Committee, and 
the Budget Finance Committee at the South San Francisco Unified School 
District.  Mr. Burgess lives in South San Francisco. 

 
Attached to this Memorandum are copies of the applications submitted by the three 
candidates listed above. The District Board interviewed each of the three candidates.  
After careful consideration, the District Board recommends that applicant David John 
Irwin be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Westborough Water District’s Board of 
Directors.  
 
Appointing David John Irwin as a member of the Board of Directors of the Westborough 
Water District will contribute to the Shared Vision 2025 outcome of collaborative 
community by engaging community participation in the appointment process. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None.  
 
 

 

cc:   John L. Maltbie, Acting County Manager 
Mark Church, Assessor-County Clerk -Recorder 

















RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING DAVID JOHN IRWIN AS MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE WESTBOROUGH WATER DISTRICT 
______________________________________________________________ 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of 

California, that 

 
WHEREAS, there is a vacancy on the Board of Directors for the Westborough 

Water District, and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code § 10515, the Board of Supervisors 

shall make an appointment to fill that vacancy; and 

WHEREAS, the Westborough Water District has provided notice of the 

vacancy, received three applications in response thereto, and has interviewed each of 

the three candidates; and  

WHEREAS, there has been presented to this Board of Supervisors for its 

consideration three applications for the vacancy on the Westborough Water District’s 

Board of Directors along with the District Board’s recommendation that candidate David 

John Irwin be appointed to fill the vacancy, reference to which is hereby made for 

further particulars; and 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY DETERMINED AND ORDERED that David 

John Irwin be appointed to the Board of Directors for the Westborough Water District. 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
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